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SOX COACH VISITS NECC—Red Sox bullpen coach Euclides Rojas dons a Northern 


Essex Baseball hat and poses with the NECC baseball team during his recent visit to the NECC 
Lawrence campus. See story on page 10. 


MassPIRG kicks off 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


MassPIRG held its first meeting 
of the year in the Spurk building on 
the Haverhill campus Thursday, 
Sept. 25. 

At the “MassPIRG Kickoff,” stu- 
dents expressed the need for public 
awareness with such issues as voter 
registration, global warming, world 
hunger and aiding military veterans. 

“We’re here to fulfill the service 
mission of this college, to assist in 
community service,” stated Leslie 
Mendoza, NECC’s MassPIRG 
internship coordinator. 

During the meeting, the problem 
with voter enrollment was brought to 
the forefront by Mike Berggren, an 
NECC Liberal Arts major. Stressing 
that registration impacts everything 
in people’s lives, he showed his dis- 
gust and need for improvement in the 


lack of voting from young adults. 

“Thirty-six percent of people 
ages 18 to 24 vote, that’s ridiculous. 
You can make a huge difference by 
participating. Sixty-four percent of 
us don’t even vote,” Berggren said. 

He demonstrated this uncaring 
view of voting by wearing a band t- 
shirt that asked: “What else is there 
but death?” 

A longtime music fan, Berggren 
told of rock’s influence on his politi- 
cal activism. 

“I’ve seen hard-core bands with 
both positive and negative messages, 
and that’s what has influenced me 
politically,” Berggren explained. 

He plans on setting up a table in 
the Spurk building lobby promoting 
awareness in hopes of boosting regis- 
tration on campus. 

“We’re going to have a table to 
build awareness of everything next 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,” 


Berggren added. 

The issue of global warming and 
excessive greenhouse gases was also 
addressed. Katie Licari, a Visual Arts 
major at NECC, brought this prob- 
lem up. She expressed her disap- 
proval in what the U.S. is doing to 
prevent the environmental problem. 

“Lots of countries have taken 
action against it, but the United 
States has done nothing to fight it. 
Most of the greenhouse gases come 
from our country,” Licari stressed. 

She also touched upon the effects 
of global warming in the present day. 
Sea levels have risen 11 inches; erod- 
ing beaches. It has caused polar bears 
in the Arctic to starve to death. 
Temperatures have risen two degrees 
higher globally. 

Licari also proposed ways of 
helping reduce this issue. One idea 
was to promote the purchase and use 


See MassPIRG, page 7 
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Controversy 
over Salaries 


By DAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


Members of the faculty were out- 
raged by administrators’ comments 
in the story accompanying the list of 
NECC employee salaries, published 
in the Sept. 3, 2003 issue of the 
NECC Observer. Even a member of 
the administration commented on the 
salaries of new teachers. 

The article contained director of 
human resources Steve Fabbrucci’s 
explanation on NECC employee 
salary levels. It mainly explained 
why members of the administration 
make a great deal more than the fac- 
ulty. 

However, the comment. that 
Fabbrucci made regarding the super- 
visory responsibilities of professors 
upset members of the faculty, and 
even the accuracy of his explanation 
over staff salaries was brought into 
question. 

In an interview Fabbrucci stated, 
“Professors’ supervisory responsibil- 
ities are very limited.” And he went 
on to talk about the larger scope of 
responsibility for members of the 
administration. 

Professor Arthur Barlas said he 
feels that comment is an insult to the 
professors of the college. 

“The administration loses the 
fact that the students and faculty are 
the heart of the college,” Barlas said. 

Barlas said he believes the 
administration underestimates the 
responsibilities of the teacher, and 
often loses sight of the amount of the 
work that needs to be done in the 
classroom. He said that, while much 
of the administration has a back- 
ground in teaching, much of it was 
20 or more years ago, so it does not 
make them experts on what goes on 
in the classroom. 

“Who is more important, the fac- 
ulty that teach every day, or the 
administration who are paper push- 
ers?” said Barlas. 

While he conceded that the 
administration has done a number of 
good things with the college recently, 
he stressed that he believed they do 
not understand the importance of 
teachers. 

“From Hartleb down to the jani- 
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tors, the administration is all support 
staff,” Barlas said. 

Barlas said that, if all of the stu- 
dents or professors did not go to col- 
lege one day, the college would have 
to shut down because it could not run 
without that group. However, if the 
entire administration took a day off, 
Barlas said that the college would go 
on. 

“We are directly involved with 
students,” Barlas said. “Isn’t being 
responsible for 1,200 students the 
greatest responsibility?” 

Professor Peter Flynn, the head 
of the NECC chapter of the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council, shared his feelings. 

“As a college, the existence of all 
administrative jobs relies on if we 
deliver teaching,” said Flynn. 

He also stated that the adminis- 
tration is out of touch with what goes 
on in the classroom, since they either 
never taught or haven’t in many 
years. 

Flynn was also upset over 
Fabbrucci’s comment that teachers 
have limited supervisory responsibil- 
ities, and that “all they do it teach.” 

“Saying that responsibilities are 
limited to teaching is self serving,” 
said Flynn. “He knows well that the 
faculty does more than teach.” 

He went on to say that professors 
at NECC do many things outside of 
the classroom, like meeting with 
other members of their department, 
to supervising extracurricular activi- 
ties, to planning for class. He also 
said that teachers are faced with the 
challenge of adjusting to things such 
as the growth in technology, which 
the administration does not have to 
deal with. 

Barlas also said that the college 
has too many employees in the 
administration. 

“We are over-bloated with 
administrators and staff,” Barlas 
said. 

Barlas said that NECC employs 
three administrators for every faculty 
member, a statistic which he said 
would be reversed at a major four- 
year college. 

Barlas blames that statistic on the 
fact that the administration has control 


See Salaries, page 8 
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Salary differences 
raise questions 


Anyone who looked closely at 
the NECC employees salary list in 
the Sept. 3 issue of the Observer real- 
ize that Paul Bevilacqua is on the 
right track when he says there are 
problems with how little new profes- 
sors make. 

The only problem with his state- 
ment was that he didn’t go far 
enough. 

Thirty-two salaried NECC 
employees make under $20,000, 
while 15 make $80,000 or more. Of 
those 15, five of them make over 
$100,000. 

Let’s take a moment to grasp this. 
Thirty-two people make under 
$20,000, and 15—all members of the 
administration, to no one’s suprise— 
make at least $80,000. 

At the very least, that is a differ- 
ence of $60,000, and the majority of 
those people are under $20,000 or 
over $80,000. 

To take nothing away from the 
custodians who do great jobs, many 
of the employees making under 
$20,000 are teachers. There are peo- 
ple who have advanced degrees who 
are forced to teach for next to noth- 
ing. 

These professors are also not 
part-time employees who are hired to 
teach a class or two. That is an issue 
for another day, about the part-timers 
who Professor Arthur Barlas said 
make “slave wages.” The people on 
this list are professors who teach at 


NECC, and they are expected to 
make a living off around £18,000. 

Bevilacqua told the story of a 
nurse who desperately wanted to 
come and teach at Northern Essex, 
but the college did not come any- 
where close to matching the salary 
she made as a nurse, so she didn’t 
come. Is that good for the college? 

Now, how does this happen? 
How, at a publicly funded communi- 
ty college do so many people make 
over $80,000, then so many make 
under $20,000? How do five make 
over $100,000 when the college is 
suppose to be in such a budget 
crunch? 

Maybe Bevilacqua was right 
when he said that the major issues 
were with the way the salaries of new 
hires to the faculy are determined. 
Certainly it is true that the salaries 
are extremely low for new hires, and 
it would seem that that system of 
“points” does not make starting at 
NECC a lucrative opportunity. 

But Bevilacqua only concen- 
trates on the issue of the faculty. 

It would be more interesting to 
see how the college determines a new 
administrator’s salary. Or, even more 
interesting, at what rate do they 
receive raises? It is clear when look- 
ing at salaries that professors do not 
receive raises at a substantial rate. 

Barlas said that it is an “insult” 
for the administration to say that they 
have more responsibilities than pro- 
fessors. He said that, since the facul- 
ty teaches, they are the ones that the 
college relies on to succeed. 

Yet their salaries are much lower. 
Funny, huh? 
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What do you think of 
Bush’s foreign policy? 


Erica Balukas, Dance 
“He doesn’t know what he is doing.” 


_Jamie Crawford, Business 


“T [explitive]ing hate Bush.” 


Ryan Thomas, Business 

“He is going to the UN only to 
appease the bleeding heart liberals in 
this country.” 


Steve Bartholomew Photos 


Tony Taurasi, Business 

“Tt seems like he is taking care of 
other countries to a point without 
causing an econmic depression 
here.” 


Jake Cacciatore, Creative Arts 

“It reminds me of the time I went 
over my neighbor’s house, beat him 
up, and took his food.” 


Mark Fallavolita, Music 

“George Bush is well informed, and 
he is dealing with foreign policy 
appropriately.” 


Page 3 


NECC Observer Oct. 1, 2003 


A fair balanced look at college 


I’m not going to lie to you peo- 
ple, I’m not doing well in the battle 
of the books. Maybe it’s because I 
have bought only one of my books 
for classes. Maybe the problem | 
have is that I have too much self con- 
fidence in the things that I enjoy and 
appreciate doing, so I really don’ t 
worry when I don’t do well in class 
because I don’t read a_ particular 
piece of literature, or study a certain 
subject and do poorly in the class. 
Maybe I’m too opinionated about 
what I like and what I don’t like. 
However what defines me as a per- 
son is not a lot of what defines me, 
my likes and dislikes? 

So why am I doing bad in my 
classes? Maybe to quote Homer 
Simpson “it’s easy to blame our- 
selves, but its even easier to blame 
someone else!” so to find out what 
takes up all my time I’ll do a brief 
synopsis on what I do in my spare 
time. I do run but that only takes up 
to a maximum of two hours of my 
time every day. 

Next we turn to the Internet. In 
the newsroom between classes when 
I could be catching up on my reading 
and doing homework, I’m watching a 
Strong Bad email or some other 
crazy and hilarious cartoon on 
www.Homestarrunner.com. Then, 
when I go home after running prac- 
tice (isn’t that funny I practice how to 
run) I usually play video games, pri- 
marily Warcraft 3 online in which the 


games can take up to several hours. 
Once I’m done getting my video 
game fix, I will either go out with my 
friends and find something interest- 
ing to do, or simply read a book (not 
a school text) until I fall 
asleep. 

So I guess I could give up 
all this fun stuff that I do so I 
can study, but something 
inside me won’t let me. It 
keeps telling me what if the 
world blows up tomorrow 
would you have wanted to 
(and sorry for the curtness) 
“wasted” your time studying 
or would you have rather 
gone out and had fun or 
played video games and had 
fun. And I know that a lot of 
people are all against video 
games and say that they are 
not productive, but you know 
who those people are, they 
are the ones that have never 
picked up a Playstation con- 
troller and have no idea the skill it 
takes to get 100% complete in Vice 
City. 

Back on track though, while I 
was writing my rough draft for this 
week’s “funhouse” I was in English 
class and everyone else was writing a 
paragraph on some short story we 
were supposed to read. Why did I 
not read this book? Well mainly 
because I did not make a huge effort 
to find out what my homework was 
IE look at the syllabus but also 
because I’m still reading the Mike 
Moore book “Stupid White Men,” 


College treats 


playing video games, and I went out 
with a bunch of my friends last night 
and did not get in until 1:30 in the 
a.m. Another stronger reason for my 
severe disinterest in the class (sorry if 
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I’m picking on English) is because 
we talk a lot about Shakespeare and 
allegory. I can see how so many peo- 
ple like Shakespeare but I personally 
don’t like him at all. And yeah, I 
think for the rest of my life I’ll have 
a whole line of people ready to yell at 
me about how great good ole’ Bill 
Shakespeare is, but I will never like 
him. 

One thing I hate more than 
Shakespeare is allegory. If you have 
ever read anything about J.R.R. 
Tolkien you would know that he has 
a great dislike for allegory and hated 


when people would read into the 
things that he had written. For a per- 
son who grew up with Tolkien, and 
most notably “The Hobbit,” my love 
of his literary work only grew when I 


read “The Lord of the Rings” when I 
was around 14 years old. However, 
and unfortunately for me I have not 
even heard of any class that even 
mentions, let alone bases its study on 
Tolkien (who I consider the greatest 
writer of all time). 

So what will I do? I will take the 
bad grade in my English and most of 
the other classes I’m taking this 
semester. I will kiss my 3.33 GPA 
goodbye. Will I blame this on soci- 
ety, video games and Homestar 
Runner for this? No way, it’s my bad. 

So why am I devoting an entire 
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column to this? It’s because I hon- 
estly don’t think that I should have to 
take so many classes outside of my 
major. I know that we should all 
have a basic understanding of all 
general studies but, I do not 
think that I will ever need to 
know how to multiply a bino- 
mial, and if the end of the 
world comes: down to me 
needing to know how to mul- 
tiply a damn binomial you can 
all kiss your butts goodbye 
because it’s just not gonna 
happen. I know that I’m not 
alone in feeling this way from 
many people that I have talked 
to so I say to people who don’t 
like their classes, try and stick 
in there but if it’s something 
that you don’t think that you’ Il 
ever use, don’t sweat it too 
much because I have no clue 
who in the blue hell sets up 
this thing called “liberal arts 
education,” but who ever it 
was, and pardon my French, has their 
head stuck up their arse. 

In closing don’t listen to people 
when they say “if we did what we all 
wanted to do in this world nothing 
would ever get done.” They only say 
that because they are trying to justify 
to themselves the things they have to 
do that they don’t like. 

Just remember what James Dean 
said: “Dream as if you’ll live forever, 
live as if you'll die today.” And you 
all know who James Dean is, don’t 
you! 


MassPIRG unfairly 


Puts students first. 


To the Editor: 


Luckily for all of us, Leslie Mendoza 
of MassPIRG believes that every prob- 
lem has a solution. Judging from the arti- 
cle appearing in the Observer of Sept. 17 
(“MassPIRG looking to repair relation- 
ship ...”), she is going to need that opti- 
mism to navigate the negativism of some 
college administrators. 

Why is it that every September, I see 
students and faculty members enthused 
anew about the work of MassPIRG on 
campus while also noting the continual 
put-down by the staff of Student 
Activities? 

I understand that, yes, there may have 
been some problems in the past, though 
we have heard only one side of the story 
of those incidents. Past MassPIRG orga- 
nizers, including last year’s early 
departer, may have another version to 
tell, but neither we nor Leslie Mendoza 
know what we would need to know in 
order to judge. So like each new PIRG 
rep, she steps into a hornet’s nest not of 
her own making. 

For the record, MassPIRG is part of 
the nationwide US Public Interest 


Research Group. Part of the work of the 
state PIRG’s is to provide leadership on 
campuses for students who want to take 
part in activities that make a difference in 
the realms of social justice, the environ- 
ment, and getting out the vote. Projects 
include helping out at homeless shelters, 
building recycling programs, helping find 
solutions to environmental problems such 
as global warming, and voter registration. 
Most Americans agree that these are all 
important issues. 

Yet when the new organizer arrives 
on campus at NECC, he/she feels the cold 
wind of distrust from administration. 
Though other student activities operate 
out of offices, there is not so much as a 
phone or a table available for the 
MassPIRG rep to use even on a part-time 
basis. In light of US PIRG’s excellent 
work at many colleges and universities, I 
think we at NECC can do better. 


Sincerely, 


Kathryn Moyes, 

NECC Student and Vice-president, 
Lawrence Environmental Action 
Group, Inc. 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Or drop off letters: 


Observer newsroom, F-129, Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should provide a phone number 
or email contact information. 


Adult Student Open House 


Simmons helps 
students realize a 
powerful return 

on their educational 
investment. Our 
graduates are authors, 
artists, ambassadors, 
educators, entrepreneurs, 
judges, filmmakers, 
health professionals, 
legislators, and CEOs. 
And the list goes on, 


Join us at our next Open 
House event to find out 
how to earn your degree, 
finance your education, 
and get credit for prior 
learning. 


| Simmons College 

| Office of Dix Scholars Adinizsion 

| 300 The Fenway 

i Poston, Massachusetts 09175-5808 


Simmons invites 
women 23 years of 
age and older to 
an Adult Student 
Open House. 


¢ 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 18 


+ To RSVP: 
617.521.2051 of 
ugadm@simmons.edu 


i 637.521.2058 
| ugadmgtsimmans.edu 
| weresimmons.edu 
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Institutionalized education vs. artistic expression 


EMILY DIGNAN 


While 
» pondering my 
* future and try- 
2 ing to decide 
on the college 
» I will attend 
= next, I have 
spent ample 
time contem- 

| plating the 
education that I have received so far, 
measuring its good and bad qualities 
in a way that I was not able to while 
I was still actively living it. Having 
stepped aside, I can now evaluate it 
for what it truly is. 

One of the problems I was faced 
with after high school graduation 
was the negative, irresolute feeling I 
bane involving the lack of clarity 
of who I truly was and what my gifts 
were. I had learned a lot of things 
about myself and was aware of many 
of my talents, but I lacked passionate 
feelings towards any one field, and 
was for the most part confused. In 
this past year, most, if not all of the 
confusion has been sorted out. 

Now, with a stronger sense of my 
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own essence and passions, I often 
look back towards the years I spent 
in institutionalized education sys- 
tems, and I realize how very deeply 
they distracted me and diverted me 
from my true self. Rather than allow- 
ing me to explore and express myself 
in ways that came naturally to me, 
the school system itself attempted to 
push me into a mold that I just didn’t 
fit, and the scary thing is, I wasn’t the 
slightest bit aware of it. 

In high school, I was grouped 
with the “smart” kids, and took hon- 
ors classes. I passed every standard- 
ized test with flying colors and wore 
a gold cord to graduation. These 
achievements caused me to be 
revered as “smart” by my peers, most 
of whom didn’t know the first thing 
about me. Frankly, I think I am an 
intelligent person and do not mean to 
shun any positive attention that I 
received, whether it was deserved or 
not. However, when I break it down 
to a basic level, I credit my memo- 
rization skills and visual learning 
style to my success in school and my 
label of “smart’ness. It really has 
nothing to do with any actual intelli- 
gence or intellectual vigor that I pos- 
sess. I was never taught to look at 
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I was pushed in directions that supposedly 
could teach me things about myself and, for 
the most part, label myself just as artificially 


as others did. 


myself candidly and without reserve. 
Instead, I was pushed in directions 
that supposedly could teach me 
things about myself and, for the most 
part, label myself just as artificially 
as others did. 

The things that interest me now 
seem so far from anything I could 
have learned about in school. People, 
places, the earth beneath my feet, 
artistic expression, my own well- 
being; these are things that I am pas- 
sionate about and that I encounter in 
everyday life. They may have been 
discussed in high school, but they 
were never brought to life. As I expe- 
rience and live them now, I wonder 
where they were all my life, and I 
feel somewhat cheated, mostly for 
allowing myself to buy into all the 
lies that they fed me. Almost every- 
one told me that I would be happiest 
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at an Ivy League school. If I told 
them that I was perfectly happy at 
my community college, with the 
freedom to create my education for 
myself, they would be embarrassed 
for me. How truly sad that is. 
Today’s society seems to have 
little room for me unless I want to 
betray myself and force myself into 
the mold that they have presented me 
with. This means an expensive, rep- 


_utable education; a meaningless, 


high-paying job to pay for that edu- 
cation, and a soul-sucking, time-con- 
suming career which I am expected 
to sign my life away to in an attempt 
to support the family that I will have, 
which, in actuality, will only create 
distance between us. All of this so 
that I can find my place in society, 
which really means falling into place 
alongside everyone else, sick and 


for College Education Assistance!!! 


“UPS kar & Learn Program ¢ 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
AT THE UPS CHELMSFORD FACILITY! 


APPLY TODAY AND GAIN VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE 
WITH A GROWING FORTUNE 500 COMPANY. 
ASK YOUR UPS RECRUITER ABOUT: 
¢ UPS Eam & Learn Program * ConSem Education Loans « UPS Banus Program 
+ Ful-Time Benefits with a Part-Time Job * Great Starting Weekly Pay * And Much Morell! 
To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recruiter, 
Call Our Phone Mail: 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4002 


Yaneira (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4010 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


stagnant with mediocrity. 

I don’t mean to sound disgrun- 
tled or bitter towards my education at 
all. It was what it was, and it brought 
me to where I am now. I don’t mean 
any ill wishes upon anyone who 
instructed me in high school; they 
were for the most part wonderful 
people. However, I do feel that the 
institutions themselves should 
change for the better: the definition 
of education as we know it must be 
revolutionized. The structure that 
comes along with institutionalized 
schooling must be destroyed and re- 
created, and more focus must be 
placed on the individual. Each and 
every student should be gently guid- 
ed towards maturity, rather than hid- 
den from themselves and from each 
other. Rather than continually fight- 
ing against something that just isn’t 
natural, students should be offered 
alternative ways of learning, and 
most importantly, educators should 
be honest with themselves and teach 
students to do the same thing. 
Intelligent, self-aware adults will be 
the product. This, not expensive edu- 
cation and corporate jobs, will assure 
a better tomorrow. 


NORTHERN ESSEX STUDEN’ rs 
The Key To 
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George ‘Dubya’ Bush a crimin 


With the 
presidential 
election a year 
away, it seems 
Pires die mat 
George W. 
Bush has a 
coalition 
attacking him 
this time 
around. It 
seems none of his policies have been 
safe from criticism, but when remem- 
bering the past three years, I’d be 
proud to call George “Dubya” Bush 
the one-term-wonder that should 
never have been. 

One of this beloved president’s 
greatest blunders was the invasion of 
Iraq, which he so cleverly named 
Operation Iraqi Freedom to make an 
anterior motive behind the war in Iraq 
seem as though it was to free the 
country from its evil ruler Saddam 
Hussein. 

It’s a brilliant diversion tactic after 
Americans had been clearly informed 
on so many occasions that the war 
was to turn over all the “weapons of 
mass destruction” (the most aggravat- 
ing cliché of 2003) hidden within 
Iraq’s sinister borders. Maybe he 
thought Americans would forget the 
real reason the invasion occurred after 
no weapons were found. Or maybe he 
had been told the majority of the pub- 
lic would still follow him blindly if he 
had an excuse. Or maybe he just got 
confused. 

I once read political science polls 
that revealed many people voted for 
Bush because they could understand 
what he was talking about better than 
democratic nominee Al Gore, who 
talked over their heads. So it’s very 
possible that George Bush, with his 
average vocabulary and SATs in the 
700-900 range, got a little confused 
like the rest of us average people do 
day to day. 

Let’s go over the war. We invad- 


ed, disposed of all the weapons, no 
American soldiers were hurt, the Iraqi 
people rallied behind the intricate 
reconstruction occurring in their 
homeland and the whole world 
thanked the United States and our 
leader for a job well done. 

Right? 

Wrong! 

No weapons were discovered; 
over 200 American soldiers were 
killed (and they continue to die on 
average of two every three days) and 
the Iraqi people looted the whole 
country blind because no reconstruc- 
tion plan had been drawn up. 

Did I also mention the rest of the 
world was disgusted in America and 
called for the resignation of George 
W. Bush while screaming, “We told 
you they didn’t have any of those 
weapons.” Of course not, why would 
I have? I would be lying if I claimed 
Operation Iraqi Freedom’s inability to 
discover alleged “weapons of mass 
destruction” didn’t do anything for 
America. It sent the national debt 
over $100 billion higher with nearly 
$90 billion being spent next year on 
the rebuilding of the nation. At least 
he didn’t charge all of it! 

I happen to have discovered lots 
of the money came from cutting pub- 
lic education, medical, public and 
other domestic funding; services that 
people who make over $150,000 year- 
ly rarely use anyway. 

It'll show them, though, when the 
slums start to spring up from 
increased unemployment and policing 
cuts. 
Imagine the misery they’ Il experi- 
ence as they are forced to drive by the 
slums and are coaxed into purchasing 
more expensive security systems as 
crime rises. 

Invading against the wishes of the 
United Nations greatly reduced the 
aid the United States will receive to 
help in the reconstruction of Iraq. 
This was punishment for what the 
world considers acting in our own 
personal interest, or, more commonly 
known as, greed. 


Bill Maher said it best, “How bad 
do you have to suck to lose a popular- 
ity contest with Saddam Hussein?” 

Honestly, you really have to be 
screwing up for world passion to rally 
behind a mass-murdering tyrant rather 
than a simple-minded cowboy with 
heavy oil interests. 

But Saddam may have oil inter- 
ests too; I’m not sure what their major 
export is. But if they did export oil it 
would be approximately 64 percent of 
the exported oil in the world. Another 
nice thing to know is that America 
consumes nearly 40 percent of the 
exported oil in the world. (Just a little 
FY1.) 

Sen. Ted Kennedy voiced heavy 
criticism claiming the war “made up 
in Texas” in attempt to gain political 
support for the party. Kennedy also 
expressed disgust in Bush’s loan 
offering of $8.5 billion to Turkey, in 
exchange for aide in Iraq saying “We 
wouldn’t have to be providing these 
billions of dollars to these countries to 
... coerce them or bribe them to send 
their troops in, if we’d done it the right 
way, if we’d gone to the United 
Nations, if we had built an interna- 
tional constituency.” 

President Bush was offended by 
his use of the word “bribe,” but why 
be angry over the truth? 

With our country’s finances shat- 
tered, the only reason we’d pay for 
help is because no one will volunteer 
since we were so ignorant about 
invading. But countries are desperate; 
theyll exchange services for a little 
cash on the side. 

Domestic popularity of Bush has 
followed a slow and steady decline 
sinking to the 50 percent mark, 
according to ABC news, for the first 
time since the tragedy on September 
11th. 

The actual invasion of Iraq ended 
months ago, leaving one wondering, 
“Why didn’t he become unpopular 
when weapons mass destruction 
weren’t found months ago?” 

Or the better question is, “Why is 
he. that popular!!!” After killing 


UNE 


Ow THAT-s 5 AN OV 
OVERLOOS 


between five and fifteen thousand 
Iraqi soldiers (The government says 
the total will never be known), killing 
over 230 American soldiers, injuring 
hundreds to thousands more, killing 
over 50 British soldiers, and murder- 
ing hundreds to thousands of Iraqi 
civilians for a cause that never exist- 
ed, he should be jailed for crimes 
against humanity! 

If I had a family member who 
died or got injured in that war, there’d 
be some serious legal problems for 
George W. because I’d rally all the 
other families and get him imprisoned 
for his negligence. Members of the 
CIA even reported that the informa- 
tion they had suggested that Iraq 
wouldn’t have any “weapons of mass 
destruction” until the end of the 
decade. So either George is getting 
underground information and not 
telling his colleagues, or his personal 
oil stock — I mean interests in Iraq 
— may have something to do with an 
old grudge between daddy Bush and 
Saddam. 

So what’s a man to do if he finds 
a few extra million dollars or wants to 
protect the millions he already has 
while the country he runs is going 
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bankrupt? Become the first preside 
in American history to sign a tax-c 
during wartime! Knowing the t: 
dollars are needed to prevent a poss 
ble disastrous economic plummet in 
depression, our fearless leader seeme 
to decide that the rich aren’t ric 
enough. 

I guess the depleting job mark 
doesn’t need a capital push. There 
no reason to prime a stock marke 
which sank to the lowest it’s been | 
three years, the deflation that’s occu 
ring for the first time in US history hi 
been a long time coming, the 48 stat 
in debt (including Massachusett: 
want the satisfaction of pulling then 
selves out of the hole. 

Wasteful spending always leave 
you broke. Use your mind! A 
George W. Bush walked into office h 
had America at the strongest it hz 
ever been economically and withi 
three years he obtained the record ft 
unemployment in America since th 
Depression and has the most dramat 
cally declining stock market in histor 
accredited to him. 

Give the Texan the boot before h 
burns his own barn down. 


Sexualized and commercialized images invade the gym 


To the Editor: 


On the far reaches of the 
Northern Essex campus is a remark- 
able facility which, through its 
emphasis on strengthening the body 
and building capable athletes, helps 
the college to complete its mission of 
educating the whole person: mind 
and body. 

In this building— the Sport and 
Fitness Center— students are pre- 
sented with the opportunity to play 
on NECC’s award winning baseball, 
basketball, and volleyball teams, take 
classes, use the treadmills, machines 
and equipment in the exercise rooms, 
lift weights, shoot baskets, run track, 
or work step by step with a trainer. 


Three times a week for the last 
three years, | have taken advantage 
of this wonderful facility to get in 
shape. I have enjoyed the lively 
atmosphere there amongst NECC 
students, faculty, staff, high school 
and elementary students, and com- 
munity members who, while working 
out, exchange conversation and train- 
ing information. I have exercised 
alongside a middle-aged woman 
dressed in full-Middle Eastern garb, 
or a 75-year-old man, a 10-year-old 
boy, a DCE teacher rushing in before 
class, a staff member, or an 18-year- 
old basketball team player. 

However, this semester there is a 
change in the atmosphere of that 
once both relaxed and lively place, 


and I find myself not enjoying being 
in the exercise room. This change I 
pinpoint to the appearance of two 
television monitors bearing the 
inscription “College Television 
Network.” The sound from these 
monitors so predominates that it is 
difficult to concentrate, and the voic- 
es of trainers are now pitched louder 
as they talk to trainees over the con- 
stant stream of music coming from 
the TV. 

As I hear the music all around me 
and catch the images flowing across 
the screens, I begin to question why 
the college would want to expose our 
students to what I might call as “a 
low common denominator” of our 
culture. 

Besides interruption for the MTV 
news, some CBS news and commer- 
cials largely featuring shampoo, fem- 
inine shavers, hair color, and make- 
up, it is male singers and band lead- 
ers who predominate the video selec- 
tions. Females, most often in semi- 
nudity, accessorize these perfor- 
mances by dancing or looking on in 
the background. 

On a Friday afternoon as the only 
woman in the gym, I felt I was 
intruding in a jock club. A group of 
male students, who had come to 


work out, had all stopped to congre- 
gate around the TV monitors, quite 
entranced by a woman in a bikini 
doing an erotic dance across the 
screen. 

I appreciate the beauty of the 
body as a true art form, yet here I see 
no artistry on the College Television 
Network as woman after woman is 
being minimized and objectified. 
Does the beauty of sexuality have to 
be sold out to media, bordering on 
pornography? Is an educational 
institution a place where women and 
men carve out their futures with one 
wearing a bikini and the other a suit? 

Outside of the college, students 
already have a steady diet of the 
MTV variety of images available 
anytime day or night. Why can’t we 
at NECC be a higher minded com- 
munity, an oasis, where students can 
see another vision of life? Is it nec- 
essary to sexualize and commercial- 
ize everything? Must we have a 
steady stream of media noise and 
stimulation to drown out conversa- 
tion and make it hard to do a workout 
with full concentration? Is it possible 
that others who frequent the gym, 
including community members, may 
leave feeling offended, as I do? 

College Television Network can 


be seen in three sites in the Sport 
and Fitness Center and in the cafete 
ria of the Lawrence Campus. Since 
this cafeteria is often frequented by 
English as a Second Language stu 
dents, I ask if this is the message w 
want to give bi-cultural student 
about college life in this Unite 
States. 

During the years I have beer 
teaching here at NECC, our student: 
seem to have survived well on cam. 
pus without being bathed in a strean 
of media images and music. Do the} 
need this now? Are we jumping or 
the band wagon of consumerism as i 
passes by? 

I question what the “College’ 
Television Network has to do with 
college, since in all my tri-weekly 
visits to the gym, I have seen nothing 
on the screen that is even remotely 
connected with college success. For 
this reason, I strongly recommenc 
that Northern Essex reconsider its 


commitment to The College 
Television network. 
Jane Thiefels _ 
Professor English as a Second 
Language \ 
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Big Brother is watching you, hard 


Your home 
is being 
searched while 
you’re at 
school. The 
phones and 


computers you 
use are wired so 


your govern- 
ment can 
retrieve infor- 


mation about you on a whim. 

They even know you like to read 
books by George Orwell and Aldous 
Huxley at the Haverhill Public 
Library. All in the name of fighting 
terrorism. . 

Am I making this up? I wish I 
could tell you, quoting Frank Zappa, 
that “It can’t happen here.” Yet it can 
and it will if you’re not aware of the 
USA Patriot Act and how your consti- 
tutional rights can be affected by its 
provisions. 

Following the events of 
September 11, the Patriot Act was 
passed through Congress with the aid 
of Attorney General John Ashcroft. 
The act allows a gross expansion of 
federal powers in the quest against ter- 
rorism, yet leaves American citizens 
completely vulnerable. How vulnera- 
ble, you ask? Here’s some of the 
numerous provision sections and what 
their function in accordance with the 
Patriot Act can do to your way of life: 

-Section 206: Roving wiretaps as 
proposed in the act, can happen to any 
phone or computer you use anywhere. 
As if this weren’t enough, if you hap- 


pen to use a computer in a public area, 
it is possible for the taps to retrieve all 
data in that location alongside your 
own personal information. 

You’re probably skeptical at this 
point, you’re overconfident and say- 
ing, “Let them do it. What are they 
going to hear? Nothing! I don’t do 
anything illegal.” 

Well how about this section, dear 
reader? Maybe this will jar your way 
of thinking... 

-Section 213: Officially and child- 
ishly dubbed the “Sneak and Peek” 
provision, this section grants the FBI 
the power to search and seize your 
property without your presence or a 
warrant and a receipt of your abscond- 
ed items. The best part about the war- 
rant (okay, I’m lying; only John 
Ashcroft thinks this is the best part) is 
that it doesn’t have to be issued to you 
for up to 90 days. If you think you can 
wait for three months, I’m afraid to 
tell you you’re a chump because the 
feds can file delays for the issuing of a 
warrant indefinitely. Buy some 
Snickers bars in regards to 213. 

Have you read any good books 
lately? Well I guess not, you seem to 
be stockpiling “Chicken Soup for the 
Marketing Demographic Soul” these 
days. How do I know? 

-Section 215: This provision has 
come under heavy flak for an all too 
obvious reason. 215 grants groups like 
the FBI the power to enter libraries 
and bookstores, inquire about your 
reading habits and put a gag order on 
each location. It means librarians and 
the guy that serves you a vanilla 
créme latte at the café in Barnes & 
Noble cannot speak to anybody about 
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Have you read any good books lately? Well I 
guess not, you seem to be stockpiling “Chicken 
Soup for the Marketing Demographic Soul” 
these days. How do I know? 


Attorney General John Ashcroft 


their visits, including journalists. You 
thought your mom catching you with 
a copy of Playboy was bad? I can’t 
wait to see Ashcroft’s reaction! 

If you’re an immigrant and you 
like this country, then you should be 
aware of this next degrading duo of 
provisions... 

-Sections 411 & 412: Known 
together as the “Alien and Sedition 
Acts” this is just a fancy title given to 
a private practice of our country years 
before the Patriot Act debuted. 

Now that it’s legal, the US gov- 
ernment can carry on with detaining 
aliens without charges, for indefinite 
periods of time. 411 puts aliens at risk 
for deportation if they’re associating 
with terrorists, even if they don’t 
know there’s a terrorist in their midst. 


College from a mature 


The deci- 
sion to go back 
to school was 
scary, yet very 
exciting. It’s 
been | over 
twenty years, 
so I wasn’t sure 
how things 
were going to 
work out. 
Being a single parent with five 
teenagers at home, I wondered about 
the workload, but mostly, I worried 
about how it would be going to 
school where most of the people 
attending are around the ages of my 
own children. 

Yet, even though they are 
younger, I figured they are still adults 
and in that regard, things would work 
out fine. They are all here for the 
same reason, they wanted an educa- 
tion, to learn, right? 

Classes will be going into their 
fourth week, and yet, it seems that 
there are some students here that just 


they are looking for more time for the 
transition from high school student to 
college student. Maybe they’re wait- 
ing for their parents to go out and buy 
them their books needed for class? 
Or the teachers in the halls to hurry 
them off to their next class so they 
won’t be late? Better yet, are they 
thinking the other students will sup- 
ply them with pens, pencils, or calcu- 
lators they need so 
they don’t have to 
carry those heavy 
backpacks around? 
Heck why bother if 
everyone else can do 
it for them. I certain- 
ly don’t like the idea 
of carrying around 
this very heavy, 
awkward bag, heck, 
I’m old, it should be 
easy for these young 
students. But as heavy and awkward 
as it is, at least I know I have every- 
thing for my classes. | have come 
prepared. 

Come on people, get with the 
program. You are no longer in high 
school. If you want to be treated like 


and start acting like adults. Which 
means you are responsible to get 
your own books, be on time for class, 
and please, be prepared. Yes, you 
need a pen for writing in class, and 
yes, you even need a calculator for 
algebra. 

Don’t misunderstand me, a 
majority of the students do come pre- 
pared. I realize there are times when 
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There will be some students that will be 
offended by these statements, but those are the 
ones most likely guilty of these infractions. 


we will be late for class due to traffic, 
or with our chaotic lives, forget a 
book, or lose a pen. My complaint is 
with the students that are consistent- 
ly late and unprepared for class. I’m 
not too old that I’ve forgotten what 
it’s like to be a young adult. I’m just 


If you work at a gas station and bin 
Laden wants $20 on premium, choose 
wisely. 412, however, would make 
deportation seem ideal, since this pro- 
vision would grant the attorney gener- 
al the power to hold you indefinitely, 
without a lawyer or contact with the 
outside world, do not pass go, do not 
collect $200 dollars and I’m rambling 
off the subject. 

In case you think that you’re not 
at risk for such swell treatment by 
Uncle Sam fellow Americans, how 
would you consider this quote from 
the columnist Nat Hentoff? 

“And how many newspaper read- 
ers know that a case is likely to soon 
arrive at the Supreme Court that will 
decide whether the president, solely 
on his say-so, can designate a US citi- 
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posed to wait until these students 
decide to take things seriously and 
act responsibly. 

As an example, in one of my 
classes, there are students that still 
don’t have their books. Another 
class, a student was out sick, and at 
the start of class while the professor 
was lecturing, not grasping what he 
was saying, interrupted him and pro- 
ceeded to ask the 
teacher for help and 
what she missed. 
The teacher very 
patiently explained 
to her about the syl- 
labus, and the stu- 
dent became irate 
and asked the 
teacher, “could you 
please just help me 
anyway?” With the 
patience of a saint, 
he proceeded to halt the class and 
give this person her own private tutor 
while we all reviewed our work. 

The professor supplies you with 
a syllabus, this tells you what you 
will do for the entire course. It also 
tells you what you have each week 


haven’t quite adjusted yet. I think adults, then start being responsible wondering how long we’re all sup-__ for homework and when it’s due. In 
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zen as a enemy combatant, and place 
him or her on a military brig on 
American soil indefinitely without 
charges and without access to a 
lawyer?” 

That’s what makes America great, 
equality! 

The provisions listed are just a 
few of the multiple, 300 page monster 
that is the Patriot Act. ’'m only issuing 
a warning as far as this column goes. 
If you want the full story of the Patriot 
Act, John Ashcroft, and his megalo- 
mania, log onto www.slate.com and 
look for an exceptional four-part piece 
written by Dahlia Lithwick and Julia 
Turner. I’ve said all that I can say, and 
hopefully, what I’m allowed to say on 
this subject. 
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other words, if you are sick or miss a 
class, all you have to do is look at the 
syllabus and you’re able to keep up. I 
have lost count at how many times at 
least one student asks the professor at 
the end of class what the homework 
is. Also, if you aren’t able to under- 
stand things, need that extra help and 
a more one on one approach, there 
are math labs, writing labs, etc. Be 
willing to help yourself by utilizing 
everything the school provides for 
you. 

There will be some students that 
will be offended by these statements, 
but those are the ones that are most 
likely guilty of these infractions. This 
is real life, we are all here paying to 
learn new things, not to be part of a 
baby sitting service. If you don’t 
want to be here or act responsible, 
don’t waste your time, the professors, 
or your fellow students .Go out, get a 
full time job and see how many times 
you can go to work late or unpre- 
pared before you are told to look for 
another job. 
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New Student 
Senate search 


Senate starts new 
year with only three 
participants 


By MAKEEBA FRASER 
Contributing Reporter 


As the elections draw near, the 
Student Senate is still looking for 
more students to participate as can- 
didates in the Oct. 7 and 8 elections. 

Surprisingly there were only 
three interested students who attend- 
ed the meeting on Sept. 17, although 
75 participation forms were taken 
from the Student Activities office. 

Admitting that the student par- 
ticipation is and has been poor, Dina 
Brown, the college’s Student 
Activities coordinator, said she 
believes the students do not engage 
themselves in extra curricular activi- 
ties because they do not have enough 
time to do so. 

“If more students do not sign up 
for senate then there will not be an 
election and the participants that we 
already have will automatically be 
on the senate without having to be 
voted on,” Brown said. 

Professor Priscilla B. Bellairs, 
chairwoman of the Student Affairs 
Committee as of last spring, told the 
Observer that she did not know that 
the Student Senate was active, and 
said she heard that it acts more as a 
barrier than and aid to students. 

“I believe that the Student 
Senate is not very active and can be 
more active when it comes to the stu- 
dents and faculty being aware of the 
program,” Bellairs added. 

Other faculty members agreed 


with Bellairs. 

“I try to encourage my students 
to participate in the Student Senate 
because they need to get more 
involved in politics, and they get to 
express important issues that are not 
listened to while they decided on 
campus issues. But I believe that the 
Student Senate can be more assertive 
in letting students know about their 
program,” said Professor Arthur 
Barlas. 

Professor Susan Sanders said, 
“The Student Senate is a good pro- 
gram that students can get involved 
in, but some students do not know 
about it and, even though it is being 
publicized more now than in the 
past, I think Dina Brown should pub- 
licize it even more.” 

For the few students who are 
participating, they already have their 
work cut out for them. Already in 
their third semesters, Nicole Orlando 
and Danielle Allain said they are 
looking forward to participating in 
this year’s Student Senate elections. 

“ T would like to become more 
involved in school activities this 
semester,” Orlando said when asked 
why she is running. 

Allain said that after participat- 
ing in the Contemporary Affairs 
Club last year she was advised to 
sign up for the senate by Professor 
Bill Heineman. Allain said Brown 
also encouraged her to run. 

Along with Orlando and Allain, 
a new student, Darlyn Fox, is also 
joining the race. 

“ J] think being on the Student 
Senate will be fun and I want to be 
more involved in school activities 
now that I am attending college,” 
Fox said. 


Observer named 
Pacemaker finalist 


Newspaper is up 
for prestigious 
national award 


The NECC Observer has been 
named a 2003 Pacemaker finalist 
by the Associated Collegiate Press. 

This is the Observer’s eleventh 
trip to the finals of the nation’s 
premiere college newspaper com- 
petition, sponsored by the 
Associated Collegiate Press 
(ACP). The Observer has won 10 
previous Pacemaker awards. This 
year no other college newspaper in 
Massachusetts made the finals. 

According to the ACP, the 
Observer was selected as a nation- 
wide finalist based on excellence 
in coverage and content, quality of 
writing and reporting, leadership 
on the opinion page, evidence of 
in-depth reporting, layout/design, 
and photography, art and graphics. 

Pacemakers are judged in three 
categories: four-year college 
dailies, four-year non-dailies and 
two-year papers. Other two-year 


finalists include EI Camino 
College in Torrance, Calif.; 
Central Florida Community 


College in Ocala, Fla.; Saint Louis 
Community College; Linn Benton 
Community College in Albany, 
Ore.; and Milwaukee Area 
Technical College. Among four- 
year colleges in the finals are: 
University of California-Berkeley, 
Johns Hopkins University, UNC- 
Chapel Hill, Duke University and 
the University of Pennsylvania. 

Judging for the Pacemakers is 
done by professional journalists; 
this year’s competition was coor- 
dinated by the Dallas Morning 
News. 

As a finalist, the NECC 
Observer will be honored in 
November at the ACP’s National 
College Media Convention in 
Dallas. The winners will be 
announced at that time. 

The ACP is the largest and old- 
est national membership organiza- 
tion for college student media in 
the United States, and _ the 
Pacemaker is the organization’s 
highest honor. 


Continued from page | 


of energy-efficient light bulbs, 
which last ten times longer than 
regular bulbs.This way, energy 
usage could be cut down and the 
amount of greenhouse gases could 
possibly be lowered. 

Petition Gov. Romney was 
another of Licari’s goals. 

“If we show Romney we care 
as a community by sending him 
postcards, he will implement laws 
into the state level,” Licari 
explained. 

A need to assist military veter- 
ans was brought up as well. 

“Lots of people are forgetting 
about our veterans. We need to 
take care of them, their benefits 
are being cut and their healthcare 


being risen,” stated Teresa 
Perkins, NECC_ student and 
General Studies/Humanities 
major. 


Perkins suggested in building 


MassPIRG holds first 
meeting of the new year 


a group within NECC supporting 
this cause, possibly joining with 
other colleges in Mass. 

“We could organize a group 
from college and meet more col- 
lepes. Inga. 
group, we 
could march on 
the state capitol 


and possibly I’m glad to see a lot uity were 
Washington, impressed with 
D.C: as well,” of students a” what they had 
Perkins added. interested in getting going. 

Other stu- involved. MassPIRG is 
dents in the E a public interest 
group said they —Leslie Mendoza group _helping 


were working 
on a project to 
help diminish 
hunger in the 
community. A food-drive is being 
set up at Market Baskets grocery 
stores in Haverhill to help those in 
need of food. 

“We will be giving out shop- 
ping lists at Market Baskets. As 
they leave the stores, they have the 


MassPIRG intern and NECC student Mike Berggren, right, discusses what can be done 
about the board of registration at NECC, while Professor Melissa Fleming listens. 


opportunity to throw in whatever 
they bought into a bin,” explained 
Carolyn Matthews, an NECC stu- 
dent. 
Many relevant issues were 
brought up during 
“Kickoff” 
Divorce tela De 
Members and fac- 


students get their 
voices heard on 
both the state and 
national level. 
Coordinators provide them with 
the materials and resources stu- 
dents need to execute their goals. 
“l’m glad to see that a lot of 
students are interested in getting 
involved,” Mendoza stated. 
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in counseling 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Coming to NECC campuses this 
September and those nationwide is 
the “National Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Recovery Month,” a pro- 
gram designed to educate students 
about substances as well as celebrate 
and aid those in recuperation. 

“NADRAM,” a federally funded 
program, seeks to help colleges assist 
those in need of help, but not much 
can be done for students with prob- 
lems at NECC. Because of recent 
budget cuts, counseling centers have 
been closed to students. 

“Crisis Intervention” therapy 
remains on campus, but is only a 
temporary therapy for students. To 
assist those in need of drug counsel- 
ing, students are transferred to thera- 
pists within the communities of 
Haverhill and Lawrence. 

“We don’t actually have counsel- 
ing services on campus anymore due 
to the budget cuts that were made. 
‘Crisis Intervention’ is available to 
students now at the Learning 
Accommodations Center. There, stu- 
dents are assisted, but are later trans- 
ferred to places within the communi- 
ty, if they need drug counseling,” 
commented Marie McDonnell, an 
“Intervention” counselor who sees to 
NECC students on “brief” crises. 

In response, faculty members are 
doing what they can by making peo- 
ple aware of substance use and cele- 


brating students in recovery. 

“T wanted an opportunity to cele- 
brate those in recovery and to sup- 
port awareness of the spectrums of 
problems of abuse or substances, as 
well as help inform people of how 
successful education and treatment 
can be in changing patterns of use,” 
stressed Jane Gagliardi, Human 
Services program coordinator at 
NECC. 

Indeed, treatment towards alco- 
hol and drug addictions can be victo- 
rious. Gagliardi stated that therapy 
efficacy is comparable to treatment 
in both asthma and diabetes. 

“You can start to learn early 
when you’re going down the wrong 
path and that’s what I’m trying to 
help students with. Some are just 
afraid to try to help themselves, slip- 
ping down a slope, not realizing that 
substance use is becoming a problem 
and an addiction,” Gagliardi added. 

Gagliardi looks upon the absence 
of availability of counseling for stu- 
dents as an uncertainty. 

“Tt raises a question as to where 
students should go,” Gagliardi said. 

Hopefully, with “NADARM” 
happening this month, the negative 
message of substance use will come 
to NECC student awareness. 

“IT want people to get the infor- 
mation they need and let those in a 
time of need know that education 
with very little cost can make a huge 
difference,” concluded Gagliardi. 


comments regarding salaries 


Continued from page 1 


of the money that is budgeted to 
the college from Boston. 

“I’m tired of them (the admin- 
istration) saying that they have 
more responsibilities than us,” 
Barlas said. “It’s insulting.” 

Barlas and Flynn also criti- 


cized Fabbrucci’s explanation of 


how  profes- 
sors’ salaries 
are decided. 
Barlas 
explained 
that the 
salaries are 
determined 
by the con- 
tract between 
the union and 
the state. He 
said that ele- 
ments such as 
experience and education play a 
part in salaries, but evaluations, 
whether from students or adminis- 
tration, really do not play a part in 
what professors get paid. Flynn 
added that the salaries are deter- 
mined by a complex formula, 
which also includes rank and the 
degrees a teacher has, but perfor- 
mance does not play a role unless 
the professor is regularly being 


evaluated poorly, and at risk of 


being fired. 


Another issue that arose due to 
the publication of the salaries was 
the clear discrepancies between 
the salaries of veteran teachers and 
new teachers. 

Paul Bevilacqua, the vice pres- 
ident and dean of academic affairs, 
said that he believes the college 
needs to find ways to pay new 
teachers a higher salary. 


—————_¢6¢¢6—_____—_ 


Dollar for dollar, we aren’t competitive 
with area high schools. 


—Paul Bevilacqua 


He said that he does not 
believe the system for setting a 
salary for newly hired professors is 
correct, because they do not get 
paid enough. 

The system of payment, which 
was agreed upon in 2001, accord- 
ing to Bevilacqua, was meant to 
raise the salaries of the underpaid 
current employees of NECC. He 
said that goal was accomplished, 
but new professors took the finan- 


cial hit. 

He explained that teachers 
whose experience is anything 
other than teaching at one of the 15 
Massachusetts community col- 
leges are at a great disadvantage, 
because they can not gain a great 
deal of “points,” which go into 
deciding salaries. A teacher from 
North Shore Community College 
can receive eight 
points for every 
year teaching, 
while a professor 
from UMass 
Boston can only 
receive four points 
per year. 

$44.88 is 
added to a profes- 
sor’s base salary 
— $32,000 for a 
bachelors degree 
and $34,500 for a 
masters degree—for every “point” 
the professor receives. They can 
also add points based on educa- 
tion, among other things. 

While Bevilacqua was unable 
to suggest a solution, he strongly 
believes the college needs to find a 
new system for setting entry 
salaries. 

“Dollar for dollar, we aren’t 
competitive with area high 
schools.” 


Fourth Annual NECC Clothes Closet fundraiser 
put on by Women of Northern Essex 


Inexpensive, lightly 
worn clothes put on 
sale 


LAUREN CARROLL 
Contributing Reporter 


This is the fourth year the 
Women of NECC Board sponsored 
the annual Clothes Closet fundraiser 
to benefit Northern Essex students. 

The fundraiser, held Monday, 
Sept. 29 in the C building 
lobby, offered second- 
hand clothes to help stu- 
dents with their 
wardrobes and raised 
scholarship money to 
help students further 
their education. 

Business attire was 
this year’s theme at the 
fundraiser. 

“Students have a hard time find- 
ing the right business clothes for 
interviews,” says Jean C. Poth, the 
vice president of Institutional 


ee 


Advancement, who helped organize 
the event. 

The proceeds from this fundrais- 
er will go toward student scholar- 
ships. Over the past years this bene- 
fit, founded by Betty Jaffe and 
Carole O’Connor, has raised over 
$1,000 for students. 

Jaffee and O’Connor brought 
their brainchild to Poth, who helped 
form the Clothes Closet benefit. It 
ran two years at the Lawrence cam- 
pus and this was the second year at 
the Haverhill campus. 

The Women of NECC Board are 


a 


Prices are very reasonable. 


—Jean Poth 


all volunteers and have had their 
organization for seven years. These 
women urge students to contact them 


about which type of clothes they 


need. Christina Slack, director of 
events planning and donor research 
in the office of Institutional 
Advancement, sent an all campus e- 
mail to staff and faculty requesting 
donations of lightly used, clean 
clothes for the event. 

Flyers were posted around the 
campus to inform students about this 
charity event. The event is beneficial 
to all students who need a few 
clothes for a cheap price. 

“Latino students often send the 
clothing back to their native country 
to family members,” said Poth. 
“Prices are very rea- 
sonable.” 

Donations to the 
Clothes Closet are 
accepted throughout 
the whole year at 
Christina Slack’s 
office, A337 in the 
Bentley Library. The 
donations can also be 
used for tax deduc- 
tion, which can bene- 
fit anyone with some used clothing 
ready to give away. 

The Women of NECC Board 
were “hopeful for a big turn out.” 


Wels It Ws 
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Jean Poth, left, the vice president of institutional advancement, 
and Christina Slack, the director of events planning and donor 
research, had a lot to do with planning the event putting and 


executing it. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
RE ES EE TS 


Bush administration 
strikes back against 


Criticism on Iraq policy 


WASHINGTON (AP) The 
Bush administration on Sunday dis- 
puted assertions by leaders of the 
House intelligence committee that 
the United States went to war in 
Iraq on the basis of outdated and 
vague intelligence. 

Senior U.S. officials said that 
premise would have assumed a dra- 
matic change in behavior by 
Saddam Hussein — the elimination 
of Iraq's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion since the departure of U.N. 
inspectors in 1998. 

“T just don't think that was plau- 
sible,” national security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” 

The White House defended 
President Bush's $87 billion request 
for rebuilding Iraq, and the Senate's 
top Republican appealed for maxi- 
mum support from GOP colleagues 
when they take up the bill this 
week. 

The administration’s early esti- 
mate of the cost was about $60 bil- 
lion, and a former Bush adviser was 
chastised for mentioning figures as 
high as $200 billion. The requested 
$87 billion would be in addition to 
$59 billion already spent. 

“We did not have perfect fore- 
sight into what we were going to 
find in Iraq,” Rice told NBC's 
“Meet the Press.” 


Democrats strategize, 
Bush popularity slips 

WASHINGTON (AP) _ If 
Democrats have their way, Senate 
debate this week on President 
Bush's $87 billion plan for U.S. 
operations in Iraq will boil down to 
garbage trucks, area codes and taxes 
on the rich. 

With the political stakes rising 
for Bush and both parties, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
plans to write its version of the bill 
on Tuesday, followed by full Senate 
debate. The House is not expected 
to develop its alternative for at least 
an additional week. 

Work on the plan comes as polls 
show a steady slippage in Bush's 
popularity and in the public's confi- 
dence in his Iraq policies. 


Republicans creating 
energy plan that 
favors industry 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
Congressional Republicans are cob- 
bling together an energy blueprint 
substantially more favorable to 
industry than a Senate-passed bill 
hailed by Democrats as a victory 
this summer. 

From drilling in an Alaska 
wildlife refuge to electric utilities’ 
use of renewable fuels, pro-industry 
views are winning consistent sup- 
port in negotiations on a final bill. 

Democrats are complaining 
about being shut oat from decision- 
making as the talks move toward a 
conclusion — possibly by the end 
of this week — on the first overhaul 
of the U.S. energy agenda in a 
decade. 
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Professional type designer 
to speak at Northern Essex 


Matthew Carter is a type design- 
er with more than forty years’ experi- 
ence of typographic technologies 
ranging from hand-cut punches to 
computer fonts. After a long associa- 
tion with the Linotype companies he 
was a co-founder in 1981 of 
Bitstream Inc., the digital type- 
foundry, where he worked for ten 
years. He is now a principal of Carter 
& Cone Type Inc., in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

His type designs include ITC 
Galliard, Snell Roundhand and 
Shelley scripts, Helvetica 
Compressed, Olympian (for newspa- 
pers), Bell Centennial (for the US 
telephone books), ITC Charter, and 
faces for Greek, Hebrew, Cyrillic and 
Devanagari. For Carter & Cone he 
has designed Mantinia, Sophia, 
Elephant, Big Caslon, Alisal and 
Miller. 


PPAXYS 


Matthew Carter 


Carter & Cone have produced 
types on commission for Apple, 
Microsoft (the screen fonts Verdana 
and Georgia), Time, Newsweek, 
Wired, U.S. News & World Report, 
Sports Illustrated, The Washington 


Post, The Boston Globe, The 
Philadelphia Inquirer, The New York 
Times, and the Walker Art Center. 

Carter is a Royal Designer for 
Industry, chairman of the type 
designers’ committee of ATypl, and a 
Senior Critic on Yale’s Graphic 
Design faculty. He has received the 
Frederic W. Goudy Award for out- 
standing contribution to the printing 
industry, the Middleton Award from 
the American Center for Design, a 
Chrysler Award for Innovation in 
Design, the AIGA medal and the 
Type Directors Club medal. He holds 
the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Fine Arts. 

He will be speaking at Northern 
Essex on Tuesday, October 14 at 7:00 
p-m. in Lecture Hall A. 

Admission free. The public is 
invited. 


NECC offers vacation raffle 


Next year, for $100, you could be 
basking in the Bermuda sun or mix- 
ing-it-up on the Mexican Riviera — 
that is, of course, if your ticket is the 
winning ticket in the Northern Essex 
Community College Foundation 

Vacation Raffle featuring a trip 
for two. 

A limited number of 350 tickets 
at $100 each are available for pur- 
chase until Oct. 31. The winner of the 
trip, valued at $5,000, can select from 
two resort options: a five-night pack- 
age at Bermuda’s Sonesta Beach 
Club or a seven-night package at 
Occidental Royal Hideaway 
Playacar, Playa Del Carmen, Mexico. 

The Bermuda trip features break- 
fast and dinner, five rounds of golf, 


pre-booked tee times and shared use 
of golf carts; six restaurants to dine 
in; accessibility to three beaches; 
availability to deep sea fishing, cro- 
quet, bingo, snorkeling, tennis, vol- 
leyball, and kayak tours; complimen- 
tary children’s programs (ages 4 to 
10); and accessibility to an on-site 
European Health Spa. The Mexico 
trip includes all meals, drinks, 
snacks, and non-motorized water 
sports at this luxury all-inclusive 
resort; 

Five a la carte specialty restau- 
rants located on site; Access to the 
fitness center and two tennis courts; 
land and water sports including 
kayaks, snorkeling, sailing, wind- 
surfing, water polo, aqua aerobics, 


shuffle board, basketball, bocce ball, 
beach soccer, and the use of bicycles; 
an on-site spa featuring the Western 
Hemisphere’s first Thalasso/Marine 
Care Center; and accessibility to a 
local golf course. 

The prize includes roundtrip air- 
fare and limousine service to and 
from the airport. The trip may be 
taken anytime during 2004 subject to 
hotel/airline availability. 

All proceeds will benefit NECC 
student scholarships. 

The trip is offered by Travel 
Anywhere, Bedford N.H. 

For additional information con- 
tact Jean Poth, Vice President of 
Institutional Advancement at NECC, 
at 978-556-3624. 


UMass searches for Wiliam 
Bulger’s replacement 


BOSTON (AP) The last nation- 
wide search for a University of 
Massachusetts president ended on 
Beacon Hill when school trustees 
hired William Bulger, then state 
Senate president and Democratic 
power broker. 

Eight years later, a panel of 
trustees and high-profile alumni are 
vowing a comprehensive hunt for a 
leader to replace Bulger, who 
resigned Sept. 1 under political pres- 
sure. The panel met Friday for the 
first time. 

“We will search all corners of the 
nation for the person who we believe 
is best able to achieve the universi- 
ty’s higher vision,” said Grace Fey, 
chairwoman of the Board of 
Trustees. 

Trustees gave Bulger high marks 
for his leadership and fund-raising 
abilities, but Republican Gov. Mitt 
Romney, who appoints trustees, tar- 
geted Bulger for removal. Bulger 
withstood Romney’s _ legislative 
attempt to eliminate his office but 
eventually resigned after criticism 
that he hasn’t helped authorities cap- 
ture his fugitive mobster brother, 
James *‘ Whitey” Bulger. 

Search committee members 
include former General Electric chief 
executive Jack Welch and former 
General Motors leader John Smith 
Jr., both UMass alumni, and 


Northeastern University President 
Richard Freeland, a former UMass 
administrator. 

The panel, which also includes 
faculty members and community 
leaders, hopes to compile a list of 
preliminary candidates within two 
months. The committee went into a 
closed-door *‘‘executive session” 
Friday to begin discussions of names. 

Dennis G. Austin, co-chairman 
of the search committee, stressed that 
names of preliminary candidates be 
kept confidential. If they leaked to 
the media, he said, it could have a 
chilling effect, and as a result, “we 
will not get the best woman or man in 
the United States.” 

Search consultant William Funk 
said the committee must be aggres- 
sive. Public universities Florida, 
Washington and Idaho, and private 
schools Syracuse, Rice and Duke, 
among others, also are searching for 
a president. 

“This is a very, very competitive 
business,” Funk said. “All of those 
institutions will be looking for indi- 
viduals exactly like what we’re look- 
ing for.” 

UMass spokesman Robert 
Connolly Jr. said he would not com- 
ment on any preliminary candidates. 
Trustees attorney Terry O’Malley 
said discussion of those candidates 
can be kept private, but not finalists. 


“The courts have insisted that 
any discussion or vote, that is the 
deliberation and the actual vote, con- 
cerning finalists does have to be in 
open session,” he said. 

Romney has called on trustees to 
hire a president ‘recognized here 
and across the country as being one 
of the real leaders in the educational 
field.” He also cautioned them 
against granting large severance 
packages. 

Trustees gave Bulger, 69, a sev- 
erance package worth nearly $1 mil- 
lion. His contract, which paid him 
$309,000 in salary and another 
$48,000 in benefits, was set to expire 
in 2007. 

Fey, a strong Bulger ally, said the 
five-campus 60,000-student system 
requires a leader with vision. 

“A president sets an unmistak- 
able tone, a president challenges an 
institution and makes clear that 
everyone needs to reach higher,” she 
said. 

Romney will make his first three 
appointments to the Board of 
Trustees in early October, spokes- 
woman Shawn Feddeman said. 

Jack Wilson, a former physics 
professor who created the school’s 
online education program, is interim 
president. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Al-Jazeera airs 
al-Qaida tape 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) An 
audiotape attributed to al-Qaida 
deputy Ayman al-Zawahri and 
broadcast on Al-Jazeera satellite 
television Sunday said the 
American “crusade” targets Islam 
and Muslims. 

“The crusade camp that is led 
by America ... is targeting Islam 
and Muslims, even if it claims that 
it is fighting terrorism. ... This cam- 
paign is seeking to abolish Islam as 
a doctrine and a law,” the voice 
said. 

Al-Jazeera has been criticized 
by the United States for airing 
tapes from al-Qaida leaders, for- 
mer Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and groups that claim 
responsibility for attacks on U.S. 
soldiers in Iraq. The U.S. govern- 
ment says such tapes might contain 
coded messages and incite more 
terror attacks. 

“Our editing policy, which is 
directly connected to our editorial 
policy, is quite clear,” said Al- 
Jazeera spokesman Jihad Ballout. 
“We're a news organization. We're 
in the business of disseminating 
news and information to our audi- 
ence.” 


Egypt adopts reforms 
toward democracy 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) Egypt's 
ruling party Sunday adopted a 
package of broad-sweeping eco- 
nomic and political reforms pushed 
by the president's son that address 
democracy, human rights and the 
status of women in the country. 

The endorsement by the 
National Democratic Party mem- 
bers appeared to consolidate the 
leadership role of Gamal Mubarak, 
who has drawn attention in 
Egyptian politics since his father 
appointed him head of an influen- 
tial ruling party committee on poli- 
cymaking last year. 

Mubarak praised the vote on 
the final day of the party's three-day 
annual convention and urged the 
government to start implementing 
the reforms immediately. 

“There are great challenges 
which we have to meet,” he said in 
a speech after the vote. ‘‘The 
National Democratic Party has 
made up its mind. There will be no 
retreat from the path which we 
have chosen.” 


Pope appoints 31 
new cardinals 


VATICAN CITY (AP) Amid 
concerns about his frail health, 
Pope John Paul II appointed 31 
cardinals Sunday, acting months 
earlier than expected and strength- 
ening his influence on the group 
that will chose his successor. 

The new “princes” of the 
church include senior Vatican offi- 
cials and diocesan leaders from 20 
countries. They will receive their 
red hats at a ceremony known as a 
consistory on Oct. 21 _ a date cho- 
sen to coincide with the weeklong 
celebrations marking John Paul's 
25th anniversary as pope. 
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Red Sox coach visits Northern Essex 


By DAVID WILLIS 
Editor 


Boston Red Sox bullpen coach 
and Cuban defector Euclides Rojas 
visited the Northern Essex Lawrence 
campus on Wednesday, Sept. 24, to 
help the campus kick off Hispanic 
month. 

College students and employees 
alike were excited to meet the man 
responsible for the Red Sox relief 
pitchers, and he was happy to greet 
the fans. 

After arriving by limousine, 
Rojas, dressed in his bright red Red 
Sox uniform, spoke briefly to a large 
crowd at the Lawrence College Life 
Fair about his journey from Cuba to 
America in 1994. He then went onto 
talk about the 2003 Red Sox, accord- 
ing to Gisela Nash of the Career 
Development Center. 

After the brief speech, Rojas took 
a seat at a table outside of the Dimitri 
Building Atrium and signed auto- 
graphs for 20 minutes. 

Students and employees alike 
waited in a line to meet the Red Sox 
coach and former Cuban National 
Team pitcher, and many asked him 
questions about his job and what it is 
like in the bullpen during a game. 

Many students were shocked to 
see Rojas when he exited the build- 
ing. 

“T didn’t even know he was going 
to be here,” said NECC student 
Anthony Torres. 

Those who waited in line to meet 
Rojas received an autographed pic- 
ture and often an interesting bit of 
knowledge about the Sox. Some 
knew much about baseball, and 
Rojas in particular, while others got 
autographs for family or friends. 

The highlight of the visit came 
when the State Champion NECC 


baseball team, lead by head coach 
Kerry Quinlan met with Rojas and 
presented him with the NECC base- 
ball hat. 

Rojas congratulated the Knights 
on the championship, their first in 17 
years, and donned the NECC hat for 
a number of pictures. 

“Tt was a lot of fun,” said NECC 
pitcher David Rouse. “It was nice of 
him to come down here and meet 
us.” 

Rojas was especially interested 
in talking to the pitchers, since that is 
his area of expertise. 

“It was pretty exciting,” said 
pitcher Jimmy Wilson, who Rojas 
seemed to pay particular attention to. 
“I haven’t met many major lea- 
guers.” 

Rojas said that it was a pleasure 
to meet the baseball team, and the 
rest of the NECC community. 

“It’s great to meet so many peo- 
ple who love baseball, and many who 
dream of some day playing in the 
major leagues,” said Rojas. “Maybe 
some day they will.” 

Rojas is in his first season as the 
Red Sox bullpen coach, after spend- 
ing last season as a roaming pitching 
instructor for the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
He has also coached in the Florida 
Marlins system, and briefly served as 
their bullpen coach. 

Rojas, commonly considered the 
best reliever in the history of Cuban 
baseball, is the Cuban National 
team’s all-time leader in saves. 

He defected from Cuba in 1994 
as he and 12 others, including his 
son, claimed aboard a 15-foot raft 
and drifted for five days, until they 
were saved by the Coast Guard. 

He then lived in Guantanamo 
Bay for six months, before being 
sponsored by former St. Louis 
Cardinals pitcher Rene Arocha to 
pitch for an independent league base- 


Fun for all at the 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


It was impossible for anyone 
walking to the Student Center or 
library to miss. Big balloons, numer= 
ous tables with many colorful deco- 
rations, the unmistakable sound of 
hamburgers and hotdogs cooking, 
and of course NECC friendly mascot, 
the Knight. 

This party was, in fact, the 
NECC College Life Fair, which took 
place at the Haverhill Campus on 
Wednesday, Sept. 17. 

Inside the many multicolored 
balloons, the majority of NECC’s 
extracurricular activities, student ser- 
vices and even a few local business- 
es sent representatives to set up 
tables, displayed signs and told those 
who passed by how they could bene- 
fit from getting involved. 

Most of NECC’s activies, des- 
perately looking for members, took 
the time to send either their faculty 
advisor and, or, the president of their 
club to either explain the purpose of 
their club or give out informational 
sheets that told about the finer points 
of the club. 


“We’re always looking for peo- 
ple,” said Elaine Mawhinney, the 
Dance Club advisor. “No experience 
is necessary.” 

Along with the dance team, clubs 
such as the Hospitality Club, the Gay 
Straight Alliance and MassPIRG 
were there to attract new members, 
and often to explain what the ‘club 
was. 

Also, the Music Club. and 
Contemporary Affairs Club attended, 
looking to tell their story and attract 
members. ; 

A number of student services 
were also present to inform students 
of their presence. 

The Health and Wellness Center 
played a video and gave out flyers to 
advertise fitness and weight-loss 
classes that students can attend, such 
as “circuit training.” 

Next to health and wellness was 
the Athletic and Recreation table. At 
that table, students could get a brief 
explanation on a sport, either intra- 
mural or intercollegiate, and sign up 
for it on the spot if they wanted. The 
students were also treated to an intro- 
duction to the Health and Fitness 
Center, and how they could benefit 
from going down and exercising 
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NECC baseball coach Kerry Quinlan presents Red Sox bullpen coach Euclides Rojas with a 


Northern Essex baseball hat. 


ball team in California. 

He was drafted by the Marlins in 
the 30 round of the 1995 MLB draft. 
But only managed one season in the 
system, as arm trouble forced him 
into retirement in 1996. 

NECC head of public relations 
Ernie Greenslade said that, while his 
baseball career was interesting, his 
voyage to America and what he has 
overcome in his life are also reasons 
he is someone to look up to. 

“I’m impressed with him because 
of his career and his life,” said 
Greenslade. “He’s someone that can 
serve as a role model.” 


According to Rose Dittmer of the 
career development center, the 
Career Planning and Advising 
Center, or CPAC, sponsored Rojas’ 
visit to NECC. 

The group, which consists of 
Dittmer, Nash and Xavier Pelaz, said 
that they were trying to think of a 
high-profile Latino figure to invite, 
and Rojas’ story jumped out at them. 

According to Dittmer, they then 
went to the Red Sox public relations 
office, which was happy to allow 
Rojas to go free of charge. 

Dittmer said that NECC has had 
a great deal of luck attracting quality 


speakers. 

Rojas’ major role with the Red 
Sox is to manage the relief pitchers 
during the game. He said that prior to 
the game, he informs manager Grady 
Little and pitching coach Tony 
Cloninger what relievers will be 
available during the game, and in 
what capacity. He said that he over- 
sees the pitchers’ warm-ups, and has 
a lot to do with pre-game pitching 
strategy. 

He said that it is often very calm 
in the bullpen until the fifth inning, 
when relievers start thinking about 
going in. 


NECC College Life Fair 


there. They told about the weight 
machines, free-weights and cardio- 
vascular machines that are available 
to students of the college at the 
Health and Fitness Center. 

Also present was the Joint 
Admissions office. They gave out 
fact sheet explaining the program. It 
also explained the tuition plans that 
are available to students, which are 
available to joint-admissions stu- 
dents. 

The PACE program also had an 
informational table. Representatives 
were there to explain what the pro- 
gram was about, and tell how to join. 
They also advertised their trip to 
UMass Amherst, which will take 
place on October 13. 

Library employees were there to 
give out library cards, and a repre- 
sentative from the computer lab gave 
out information on the lab and how to 
get an NECC e-mail address. 

“It was good,” said NECC stu- 
dent Phil Blanchette. “It was helpful 
for choosing what to do and how to 
get help.” 

But what fair would be complete 
without free stuff and games? 

The most popular game took 
place at the Athletics and Recreation 


table, where students could take five 
shots at buckets worth 75, 100, and 
150 points. If a player scored 200 
points, they won a portable radio. 
Those in attendance could also 
win a radio, along with many other 
prizes in the raffle at the Student 
Activities and Orientation table. 
Students could also try their hand 
at Frisbee art. While the Frisbee was 
spinning on a machine, paint was 


thrown on it, and it dried into a 
unique paint job. 

The cafeteria brought the food 
outside, frying burgers, hotdogs and 
chicken, while offering salads and 
chips. 

“The people are very nice and 
I’m learning a lot about what the 
school offers,” said student Lauren 
Carroll. 
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Many tables had colorful decorations and balloons at the College 


Life Fair on Sept. 24. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


Q & A with Twytch band member 


By Eric DIONNE 
Contributing Reporter 


With 15 national bands and another 50 


Lier is like our area Woodstock. 
future rockers, this concert by far is the 


best show of the year. 
When you bring together acts like 
Sevendust, Staind, Powerman 5K, Ra, 


Shinedown, Hed Pe, Ill Nino, Smile Empty 
Soul, and Lacuna Coil on the main stage, you 
cannot get a better show “for your buck.” _ 

The all day festival last Sunday in Fitchburg 
was topped off with fireworks at the end of the 
night. 

But wait, we still have all those local acts to 
talk about. This is one of the things that made 
this show so unique—seeing so many quality 
local bands tear it up. 

I had the chance to sit down with Joe 
Martinez, who is a student here at Northern 
Essex and member of one of the local bands that 
performed at Loco. For all of you that have 
never heard of Twytch, you need to go out and 
find their music. 

Twytch is a blend of old-school thrash metal 
and hardcore. In their music they bring rapid 
rhythms, aggressive guitar licks, and an in your 
face vocal delivery. This provides for an excel- 
lent live show, no matter if it’s a huge venue like 
Loco, or a small club. Twytch is made up of Joe 
Martinez (bass) his brother Isaias Martinez (gui- 
tar) Tony Zimmerman (guitar) Brian Joyce 
(drums) and Matt McChesney (vocals). 


ED: The first thing that really caught my 
attention was last year you guys played in the 
parking lot of Ozzfest, how did that go? 

JM: Everyone loved it. It was like a stealth 
mission.We practiced it like a week before the 
concert and it just really went off really well. 

ED: | thought it was just so cool, and spon- 
taneous. I have been to many shows and I have 
never seen anything like that before. 

JM: It was very interesting. Everyone that 
was there was just like what’s going on, and we 
just ripped off the tarp, opened the doors, and hit 
the power. And the next thing you know we’re 
playing and a pit broke out so it was cool. 

ED: So this will be the third straight year 
that you guys will be playing at Locobazooka; 
last year it was on the second main stage. Is that 
where you will be this year? 

JM: Yeah, we will be playing on the second 


Photo courtesy of Twytch 


Local band Twytch performed at Locobazooka. NECC student and Twytch band 
member Joe Martinez, far left, spoke to the Observer before the concert. 


main stage again, and I think we are going on at 
around noon time. 

ED: Seeing how this will be your third 
straight year doing Locobazooka do you feel it 
will be any different from the first two times 
because now you guys have a little experience 
with it now? 

JM: Yeah, I mean the new CD is just key. 
We have a whole new outlook on the live show 
with just a lot more movement and it’s just a lit- 
tle more refined. 

ED: Now that you guys have put out your 
new CD “Hatred” on Friday, what can people 
expect from this album that would be different 
from your debut album? And also how do you 
feel you guys have grown from the first record? 

JM: I think it’s a little more planned out 
than the first, and a lot more thought out. Every 
aspect of this new album from the art on the 
cover, the music, and the layout, is all just 
tighter, and put together much better than the 
first. Plus we have more melodies in the songs 
which are better, and we have a different vocal- 
ist and bassist. 

ED: Ok, so you have switched the bassist 
and singer since the first album? 

JM: Yes, it’s just a little more modern, we 
all are good friends and hang out like all the 


time so J think it helps out with our music. 

ED: I was just wondering for all the stu- 
dents that will be reading this article that have 
never been, if you could just tell them from your 
perspective what this show is like? 

JM: Like you said it’s like Woodstock for 
this area. 

ED: So how is this different than going to a 
regular concert? 

JM: Basically, it’s a whole new experience, 
it’s just a sea of people jumping and moshing 
and really having a good time. And it’s cool to 
see it bring together so many people. Truthfully 
it’s one of those things you can’t describe with 
words, you just have to see it and feel it for 
yourself. And knowing that national bands are 
on after you play is just another thought that 
comes to mind. 

ED: Yeah there are just so many great bands 
that will be playing on Sunday. 

JM: I really want to see Ill Nino, they’ re all 
Spanish and that’s really unheard of. It’s like my 
brother and I, we’re both Dominican and it’s 
really cool to see Spanish people getting into 
rock music. 

ED: Yeah, I think it’s really cool to have all 
different cultures getting into rock and it’s start- 
ing to become bigger and bigger every year. I 


was wondering if you could elaborate what you 
would categorize yourselves as. 

JM: I don’t know about a category, I just 
think it’s everything mixed into one, we have 
the old-school stuff like the shredding, the trash- 
ing, and it has that hard core feel to itlike you 
said. Matty’s vocals are just....I just don’t know 
what to say about him, everything that you want 
in a front man he is, he has the attitude, and he 
has aggression and the melody as well. 

ED: Yeah that was one thing that impressed 
me, because before this I have never heard any 
of the new stuff, and when I sat and listened to 
some of the new stuff I was just like [this is 
good]. When you can go heavy to melodies | 
think that’s the best way to show talent. Just like 
in the song “Return to Ashes” it shows that per- 
fectly. 

JM: Yeah it really does go heavy to 
melodies. 

ED: Also I have heard good things about 
your live performances. 

JM: Yeah I mean our act is oriented in a 
way that if a label is looking, how would you act 
on stage, and how would you act off stage, to us 
it’s all the same, we don’t change because of 
someone there we just do what we always do. 

ED: I really feel that you need to do well 
with your live performances to make it in this 
business in this day and age, and it seems the 
bands that do well on their live shows are the 
ones that make it on that national label. And the 
others are lagging behind. 

JM: We feel real strong on that issue, and 
we are working on it almost everyday. 

ED: I really feel strong about you guys 
being successful in the future and I wish you 
guys the best of luck throughout this whole 
journey and just let it take you as far as possible. 

JM: Well thank you very much, It’s really 
cool to hear that, I mean you really have to run 
through stuff and really think if you like it, if it 
fits, it fits and if it doesn’t then you have to 
scrap it. I mean it is work but it’s also a hobby, 
and we all want to do this and it’s really just so 
much fun for all of us.. 

ED: Well Joe thanks for taking the time to 
do this and I’I] see you at Loco. On Sunday. 

JM: You’re welcome and thank you for 
doing this interview, and make sure you stop by 
and meet the rest of the band. 

ED: I’m looking forward to it. 


David Bowie goes back to musical roots on ‘Reality’ 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


David Bowie goes back to his 
roots on “Reality”, his 26th major stu- 
dio album since 1969. As a young 
man he was heavily influenced by 
jazz and blues music, it shows through 
clearly on this new release. 

On “Reality”, we’re reminded of 
why so many people call David 
Bowie a god (or a goddess). Although 
his last two albums were well 
received, “Reality” is a true return to 
what he does best. He keeps an excel- 


~ lent balance between writing for him- 


_ self and giving the fans what they’ve 


_ all been waiting for too. This album is 
_ like a sampling of the best of Bowie, a 


greatest hits collection that contains 


_ all new songs. Yet nothing feels repet- 


wi 


itive or forced. 
Reality was written and recorded 


_ in New York City, where Bowie now 
_ lives with his family. It’s a concept 
_ album, with city sounds and city 


themes blended with honest, soul 
searching lyrics. 

Because Top 40 US radio stations 
seem uninterested in playing Bowie, 
the first single off the album, “New 


Killer Star” was only released in 
Europe and the UK. “New Killer 
Star” is a song that needs to grow on 
the listener, but I like the rock’n roll 
sampling of “I Will Follow Him” by 
The Shirelles that provides the back 
beat. After only two times hearing it, I 
went around all day with the song 
stuck in my head. 

“Days” sounds a little more 
folksy. Bowie claims he was “never a 
Woodstocky kind of person”, but on 
“Days” we can all see just how much 
he is lying. It is sad, but sweet with 
lyrics such as these. 

All I’ve done, I’ve done for me 

All you gave, you gave for free 

I gave nothing in return 

And there’ little left of me. 

We can only guess who he might 
be singing to. His three year old 
daughter? His wife? One of his ex 
boyfriends? Some weird misplaced 
guilt toward his fans? 

“Try Some, Buy Some” is what 
can only be termed “classic Bowie”. 
Ziggy Stardust era glam rock, when 
he was the waifish boy in makeup , 
singing in a plaintive and fragile 
voice. The first few bars did have me 
saying “This sounds kind of 
Beatlesie”. Well, as it turns out 


according to the album notes, “Try 
Some” was actually a song written by 
George Harrison in 1971. 

“Bring Me the Disco King” was 
originally supposed to be a silly song, 
but Bowie reworked it into a wistful 
jazz ballad. It evokes images of a 
smoky club, slow fizzy drinks, and 
lonely people. And if you listen close- 
ly you can hear that is in fact a disco 
tune slowed down. It has a tinge of 
insanity to it which is the signature 
note in most Bowie music. 

The title track “Reality” proves 
that Bowie is still a master of the gen- 
res he helped invent. This semi punk 
tune has driving guitars, a relentlessly 
pounding beat. It makes you suddenly 
want to get up and start bouncing 
around. If this album has a standout 
single, “Reality” has got to be it. The 
last few lines sum up the whole 
album, and indeed, Bowie’s career. 

“I’ve been right and I’ve been 
wrong, 

now I’m back where I started 
from” 

David Bowie has said he was 
influenced by such varied musicians 
as Mick Jagger, Bob Dylan, The 
Beatles, Pink Floyd, and Little 
Richard. His musical partnerships 


(nudge, nudge wink, wink) with Lou 
Reed and Iggy Pop created entirely 
new innovative genres. You can hear 
the influences of these people in 
Bowie’s music, just as you can 
hear the influence of Bowie in the 


AVID BOWIE 


“Reality” album cover photo 


newer bands. 

Fans have been clamoring for 
years for David Bowie to write his 
autobiography. Perhaps he just did, 
not in prose but in music. 
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Metallica ‘Summer 
Sanitarium, worth it 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Contributing Reporter 


They lashed out the action. The crowd 
returned the reaction. It truly was hypnotiz- 
ing power. It was Metallica and the Summer 
Sanitarium tour that made its way across the 
country this past summer. And if you were 
there to see it, you left wanting more. 

With 19 shows on the calendar, 
Metallica hit the road with supporting acts 
Limp Bizkit, Linkin Park, Deftones and 
Mudvayne. Along with new bassist, Robert 
Trujillo, it would be the “new Metallica’s” 
first tour in more than two years, and on July 
6, they returned to the area, Gillette Stadium 
in Foxboro. 

The set-list was two hours of greatest 
hits, Opening with “Battery,” which had it 
prerecorded intro skip, and right into 
“Master of Puppets.” Two new songs, “St. 
Anger” and “Frantic” were played to a great 
response. 

“It is so good to see you,” said front man 
James Hetfield, “it has been way too long.” 

The energy never let up as they broke 
into “Harvester of Sorrow” and 
“Sanitarium.” Hetfield officially introduce 
Trujillo as the newest Metallica family 
member. They then began “For Whom the 
Bell Tolls” while a video tribute to Cliff 
Burton, who was tragically killed in 1986 
played. 

What would a Metallica show be with- 


out pyro? The intro to “One” was nothing 
but two minutes of fire, explosions and fire- 
works. “Enter Sandman” closed out the 
show. 

As for the openers, they were met with 
mixed reviews from the crowd. Limp Bizkit 
got the crowd going and pumped up for the 
main event. Linkin Park also did a great job 
and showed tremendous energy. Mudvayne 
did their part to get the crowd behind them 
as all lead singer Chud had to do was ask if 
they were in the home of the Patriots. The 
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What would a 
Metallica show be 
without pyro? 


Deftones, could have been better, and they 
were when they recently played in Montreal. 
Front man Chino Moreno seemed to be 
under the influence. 

After the long day when it was all said 
and done, most were tired, sunburned, 


drunk, but all wanted more. 


“We'll see you indoors in March,” said 


Lars Ulrich, Metallica’s drummer. 


Just about everyone there will be there 


too. I know I will. 


Professional 


storyteller 


Angela Klingler 
performed for College 
of Lifelong Learning 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“T think I was always a story teller,” 
said Angela Klingler, a speaker who came 
to NECC on Thursday, Sept 25 to talk to 
the College of Lifelong Learning. 

She explained that she used to be a 
nurse, but during her spare time would 
search the local bookstores. Her story- 
telling career began after finding a book 
on how to become a storyteller. Her very 
first job was at the store where she bought 
that book. 

Klingler normally uses a cedar “medi- 
cine flute” and drums to aid her story- 
telling. However, the medicine flute was 
not working terribly well at the time of her 
show, so she didn’t use it at NECC. 

She told stories from the Abenaki, 
Irish and local traditions, as well as an 
amusing story about her own childhood 
“boogeyman”. 

Klingler says she believes in many of 
her stories. 

“Oh, yeah, like the ones I told today. 
The story about the Mowhawks is a very 
old legend. My story about the Stone 
Throwing Devil predates the Salem Witch 
Trials. There’s also two views of a story. 
There’s the surface level, which can be lit- 
erally true or not, and then there is the 
other level, where it is just a universal 
truth.” 

A Texas native, Klingler has been 
telling stories professionally since 1989. 
Since relocating to New England she has 
been working very hard to learn the local 
myths and legends. She now resides in 
Salem, NH. 

One audience member came up to 


at NECC 


Klingler after the show with questions 
about her house, insisting on getting an 
exact description. Klingler was very oblig- 
ing, describing the place as a “white colo- 
nial”. 

Klingler said jokingly that she will 
“work anywhere people are willing to pay 
her”. Usually it is schools, libraries, and 
festivals. 

She has also taught a class at NECC in 
the past. Angela Klingler is the president 
of The League for the Advancement of 
New England Storytelling and founder of 
the Merrimack Valley Storytellers Guild. 


ee 


Klingler says she 
believes in many of 
her stories. 


One thing that the show could have 
benefited from would be a different physi- 
cal set up. I found the chairs too hard and 
uncomfortable, as well as the lights too 
bright to set the mood correctly. However, 
that is not the story teller’s fault. The con- 
ference room is simply not set up for 
shows. I felt like I should have been 
watching a slide presentation on fast food 
franchise management or something. 

If you saw Angela Klingler’s show and 
would like to see her perform again, or if 
you’re just interested, she will be a partic- 
ipant in the Scary Story Concert in Salem, 
NH, Sat. Oct 18 2003 at the Field of 
Dreams. The website for Angela Klinger is 

http://members.aol.com/AK FairTale 


Jonny Lang plays the 
Casino Ballroom 


By KATE DEVEIKIS 
Contributing Reporter 


He released his first album, 
“Lie To Me”, before his 16th 
birthday. His sophomore album, 
“Wander This World”, was 
released only one year later. 
Now, with the release of his third 
album, “Long Time Coming”, 
Jonny Lang is set to tour the 
world, making a _ stop in 
Hampton, NH. 

Lang is scheduled to play 
the Hampton Beach Casino 
Ballroom on Sept. 24. When 
asked about ticket sales, employ- 
ee Kate McAsee said that” Ticket 
sales went very well. The show is 
completely sold out.” 

Despite the fact that the 


jonnylang.com photo 


Casino Ballroom is a smaller Jonny Lang released his first album at age 16. 


venue, Kate said that the crowd 
should be very large because 
2,200 tickets were sold. 

Lang has toured with Aerosmith, Blues 
Traveler, as well as the blues musician legend, 
B.B. King. Lang’s past songs have been main- 
stream hits, and his past albums have reached 
number one in both the Heatseekers and the 
Blues Album charts. Because his music 
appeals to such a diverse group of people, the 
crowd will likely be people of various ages and 


musical tastes. 

If you were not able to purchase tickets in 
time, but are still longing to see or even meet 
Jonny Lang, you can always wait out in the 
parking lot and try to catch an autograph from 
him when he is walking back to his tour bus. 
The employees of the Casino Ballroom usual- 
ly act as body guards so that the performer of 
the night may go out to meet and greet fans as 
well as sign autographs. 


J 
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Highland Games draw Scots to NH 


By DusTIN GREY 
Contributing Reporter 


The annual Scottish Highland Games 
were held last weekend at the Hopkinton 
State Fairgrounds drawing crowds from all 
over New England. 

The fairgrounds, located just west of 
Concord, N.H., set the stage for the largest 
Scottish festival in Northeast America. 
Events included were: the Amateur, and 
Professeonal Scottish Heavy Athletic 
Championships, genealogy seminars, and, of 
course, the ever popular Scots Whisky tasting. 

The games’ activities carried on for 12 
hours starting at 8:30 a.m. World renowned 
fiddle player Alansdair Fraser and guitarist 
Alex Beaton got crowds dancing and singing 
with their dynamic blend of both modern and 
traditional Scottish tunes. 

During a brief interview with Fraser I 
asked how long he had been a musician. He 
said, “I have been playing since I was 8 years 
old, so for about 40 years.” 

They played a one hour set on the front 
stage of the fairgrounds. Other musical tal- 
ents included: MHardrians Wall, Seven 
Nations, and the innovative drum group, 
Clann An Drumma. All of which tour much 
of the east coast and Europe. 

The games themselves were comprised of 
a wide range of traditional sporting events, 
such as the hammer toss and the overhead 
anvil throw. These competitions were held 
thre times throughout Saturday’s activities by 
athletes from as near as Boston, and as far 
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One of the _ largest 
attractions was the 


genealogy expo. 
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Traditional Scottish bands competed in several events and won prizes. 


away as Scotland itself. 

One of the festivals largest attractions was 
the genealogy expo which hosted informa- 
tionbooths on just about every Scottish Clan 
that has ever existed. 

Wanderring masses of games goers 
crowded around the different tents in search 
of connections to their Scottish roots. 

Heading up this event were representa- 
tives from the Scottish Heritage Centre and 
The Museumof North America. 

When attendants as well as performers of 
the games needed a break, The Royal Stewart 
Pub & Beer Garden became a very popular 
addition to the festivities. The garden itself 


hosted live entertainment, and hundreds of 
people in search of an opportunity to get off 
theirfeet and enjoy a pint of lager, or two, or 
three. 

The culminating event of the day was the 
massed bands and awards ceremony held on 
the parade ground in the late afternoon. 
Hordes of spectators crowded into the stands 
to catch aglimpse of their favorite bagpipe 
band as they marched onto the field. 

After awards such as Best Dressed 
Highlander, Highland Lady, and Piper of the 
Day were distributed, all of the pipe bands 
played “Green Fields” collectively to bring 
this truly incredible day to a close. 


Some people showed up in \ 
extreme costumes. This man is re 
for an old fashioned Celtic battle! 


i 
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The Scottish pipe and drum bands fea- 
tured were comprised of people of all 
ages. 


‘Shoe City’ arts event featured NECC alumni 


By Lisa COPPOLA 
Contributing Reporter 


The weather was gorgeous on 
Sunday as it was inviting at 
Haverhill’s first Shoe City Open 
Studio event. The event was a success- 
ful turnout of both local artists who 
came to see the work and curious 
onlookers trying to breathe in the 
weekend’s captivating and thought 
provoking atmosphere, 

From 12 to 5 pm. on Saturday and 
Sunday of the last weekend of sum- 
mer, local artists invited the public to 
explore their work. 

The name Shoe City was thought 
up because of Haverhill’s history as a 
giant shoe manufacturing town. The 


photos by Michael Bider 


money for this event was partially 
raised through a grant given by the 
Haverhill Cultural Council with the 
help of the event’s coordinator 
Catherine Eldredge and adviser Diane 
Edstrom, an art professor at NECC. 

Many NECC alumni participated 
in this event, including Catherine 
Debrocke, Chris Burnham, Christina 
Edridge, Ray Mcintyre and Chris 
Williamson. Diane Edstrom has been 
an art teacher for thirty years and is 
currently teaching at Northern Essex. 

The studios were scattered in 
buildings throughout downtown 
Haverhill, most within walking dis- 
tance of each other. I noticed each one 
had a completely different atmos- 
phere. 


Above: the Antique Marketplace 
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Pictures cover the walls of an artist’s loft, above. At right, artist Catherine Debroc. ook to it. The vivid col- 


on Washington Street, I got the chance 
to talk to a few of the artists about their 
work. There were five artists in the 
third floor loft, all with extremely dif- 
ferent styles. 

Linda Joe Neilson has also been a 
teacher of painting techniques for 15 
years. Much of her work included 
Maine and marshland settings. She 
also had done a painting of her cat, 
Aja, which looked very realistic, as if 
it were more of a blown up photograph 
than an oil painting. 

Linda’s student, Terry Routier, had 
a style in which she actually did paint 
from photographs. A painting of her 
son feeding a flock of geese was unbe- 
lievably eye-catching, especially, after 


I found out that she only started paint- 
ing a few years ago. 

Chris Williams is an artist whose 
paintings jump-start the imagination. 
His work reminded me of Dali’s style 
by being very surreal and | enjoyed 
being able to see complex thinking put 
on canvas this way. 

Catherine Debroc had her own 
style as well. She had a collection she 
created of very realistic looking body 
parts, as well as paintings that pro- 
voked and challenged the way we are 
taught to think and feel. 

In the far left corner of the room, I 
spotted Christina Eldridge standing 
with her masterpieces. Christina’s 
work has.a very eerie and dreamlike 


ors she uses and the way 
you can relate to her work is haunting 
and yet touching at the same time. 

Christina was one of Diane 
Edstrom’s students and the first stu- 
dent to graduate from Northern Essex 
with a major in Visual Arts. When I 
asked her about having Diane as a 
teacher and adviser, she said, “Diane 
causes you to really look inside your 
own mind.” 

When I reached Diane Edstrom’s 
building, I took the elevator up and 
walked into a spacious and fascinating 
loft to see her work. There were large 
paintings draped over with veils of 
somewhat translucent material. 

The luminous colors seemed to 


the veils and the canvas. She also had 
pieces of beeswax standing on top of 
gauze squares on the floor. Each piece 
was shaded differently and reminded 
of tattered and worn paper. She told 
me that the piece was cailed 100 
Thoughts and said, “I am fascinated by 
repetition.” 

This Shoe City event may be even 
larger next year, and more well known. 
It falls on the same weekend as 
Haverhill-fest, a celebration recogniz- 
ing the midway point to St. Patrick’s 
day. 

When I left the area that day, my 
mind was more open and inspired than 
it had been in a ver. long time. I rec- 
ommend a visit to this event in the 
future to anyone who would enjoy a 


communicate with each other through ~"marvelous'weekend experience. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 
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I Taco BEING 
QitTER AND RESENTFUL, 
QUT THAT DION'T 


DTRIED FUNG INTO 
RAGES AT THE SLUGHTEST 
PROVOCATION, BUT 
THAT DIDN'T WoRK. 


T TRIED FEELING 
SMUGLY SUPERIOR | 
BUT THAT DIDN'T 

WOR 


. 


I TRIED RETRAYING 
MY CLOSEST FRIENDS, 
BUT THAT DIoN'T 

WORK. 


I TRIED GLOATING 
OVER THE FAILURES 
OF OTHERS, BUT 
THAT DION'T WokRk, 


LI TRIED WHINING 
INCESSANTLY, BUT 
THAT DION'T Wokk, 
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“That was a mighty fine interstate highway you 
served up, Hon ... but | think | got a little 
Lincoin Mercury poisoning.” 


I TRIED MARWG 


... There should be a ci 
requiring your body to be equipped with 
warning reflectors.” 
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r, Jowles?” 


as SBPABABBBBLRBSEAREAD ALD SEDBABDAE DBA MBB PMN CM BAM 


EVERYONE ARROUND 

ME AS MISERABLE 

AS I AM, BUT THAT 
DIDN'T WoRK. 


WHY DON'T YoU 
TRY BEING 
YOURSELF? 


HEY, I'M TRYING 
TO FEEL 
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q Life Long Learning at Northern Essex Community College 
| invites you on a trip to see and hear: 


s ee ax ‘piano 


Selections ~ 
Wagner - Prelude to Parsifal 
Debussy - excerpts from 

Le Martyre de Saint Sebastien 


Wagner - Prelude and Lovedeath 
from Tristan and Isolde 


Franck - Symphonic Variations 
for piano and orchestra 


| Debussy - La Mer 


Cost: $38 non-refundable includes bus transportation and rehersal ticket. Departs 
8am and returns 3pm. Bring a boxed lunch. Enjoy the pre-rehersal talk! 


For more information call 978-556-3825 
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Healthy glowing hair |Week’s fashion 


Make sure that your 
hair is as healthy as 
it can be 


By JILLIAN STANTON 


Fashion & Fitness Editor 
We have talked 
about what you 


should and should 
not wear. We have 
discussed what is 
in style and what is 
not in style. There 
is one thing that we 
, have not talked 
about, and that is the biggest accesso- 
ry that you have, YOUR HAIR. 
Whether you have long or short, 
blond or brown hair, there are many 
things that you can do to accentuate 
you outfits. Although I have a preju- 


se a 


dry your hair using your fingers and a 
blow dryer until it is about 80 per- 
cent dry. Next, for volume, lift you 
hair at the roots curling the brush, 
slide down to the ends of your hair 
and then curl the hair under. 

A good treatment that I personal- 
ly use when my hair is looking a lit- 
tle dry or over styled. Or, if you are 
looking to lighten you hair a little, 
squeeze or spray lemon juice in your 
hair. Spray evenly into the front and 
back side of your hair. Let it sit in 
your hair for 20 to 30 minutes and 
wash it out. If you do have darker 
hair, you will end up with brassy 
highlights. 

Another treatment to use is a 
cider vinegar for shine. 

This is for dark hair, flaky and 
dandruff scalps, fair hair and greasy 
scalps. Add 1/2-cup cider vinegar to a 
quart of water for the final shine 
rinse. This will restore the shine and 
maintain the acid balance of your 
hair. 


Whether you have long or short , blond 
or brown hair, there are many things that 
you can do to accentuate your outfits. 


dice towards long hair. 

Here’s some styling tips for 
straightening you hair. 

If you have curly or frizzy hair, 


If your hair seems to always be 
splitting at the ends, it could be 
because of your blow dryer. Blow- 


drying can cause damage. It is a good 
idea if you are going to be blow dry- 
ing your hair to use a nozzle on your 
hairdryer. If the damage has already 
been done, serum applied to the split 
ends can disguise them and help pro- 
tect from more showing up. 


However, the best solution is to just. 


cut them off! 

If you have thin hair, that can eas- 
ily be fixed with the right hair cut and 
products. Pick a hairstyle that is not 
to long, cut it to the ending of your 
neck. A good idea is a vegetable 
wash-in color, it will give off the elu- 
sion of thickness. 

Another good idea to keep in 
mind is if you have frizzy hair, you 
might want to stay away from lots of 
layers. You can have a few long ones 
that will allow your hair to move and 
flow. In addition, always use a dif- 
fuser when blow-drying, it will help 
with the control of your hair as well 
as controlling the frizz. 

The last piece of advice that I 
have is to try to avoid washing your 
hair every day of the week! The 
glades on the head will become over 
stimulated. It also will strip your hair, 
and it will become dry and brittle, 

I have to tell you all that I per- 
sonal use these remedies for my hair 
but I do have light blonde hair so if 
you have brown hair, I do not know if 
they will work the same! 

I can guarantee that if you take 
my advice and take some time out for 
you day and take care of your hair, 
you will not be disappointed with the 
results. 


_ Horoscopes 


Girls, its time you all 
learnedhow to 
accessorize properly! 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion & Fitness Editor 


_ Girls, we have talked about 
what skirts to wear, we have gone 
over what to do with you hair, and 
we have seen what is in style and 
what is not. The one thing that we 
have not gone over is how to acces- 
sorize properly. 


The right accessory can make 
any outfit! The right necklaces or 
earrings can make an outfit go from 
boring and plain to exciting and 
fun. However, you have to be care- 
ful not to over do it. Over acces- 
sorizing is just as bad as wearing 
hot pink spandex and thinking it 
looks good. 

As I have said before and I will 
probably say again, it is all about 


=> eo = 


However, you have to be careful not to 
over do it. Over accessorizing is just as 
bad as wearing hot pink spandex and 


thinking it looks good. 


scarves this season. Not only do 
they look good, they keep you 
warm. Instead of just wearing a 
boring plain sweater, just by 
putting on a scarf it changes you 
whole outfit. 

Another good accessory to 
have is a lot of silver. Whether it is 
a pair of hoop earrings or a 
bracelet, it will dress up whatever 
you choose to wear. 

Another great accessory that 
you can play with is your shoes! A 
nice pair of shoes can make any 
outfit. You cannot go wrong with a 
cute pair of sandals or heels. The 
heels extenuate your legs and make 
them look longer and thinner. 


A piece of jewelry that I think 
always looks nice is an ankle ~ 
bracelet. You do not really see them 
to often on girls. They are very del- 
icate and dainty, just like an angel 
is. 


So next time you’re getting 
dressed up, have fun with your 
accessories. Just make sure you’re 
not going over board. You do not 
want to look like Mr. T! 


(KRT) 

Sept. 29-Oct. 5, 2003 

Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Younger relatives may ask for special 
family consideration. Areas affected 
are social behavior, repeated patterns 
or recent home disruptions. Group 
acceptance is an important influence 
in key relationships. Be expressive 
and wait for loved ones to make their 
needs clear. 

Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Career choices and fast family dis- 
cussions are accented over the next 
few days. Ask loved ones for perma- 
nent financial strategies. At present, 
reliable habits and a structured plan 
may be needed for success. Press for 
solid public promises. Before the end 
of this week, postponed decisions 
will prove disruptive. 

Gemini (May 21-June® 21). 
Before midweek, a subtle romantic 
attraction demands response. Explore 
delicate flirtations but opt for slow 
progress. Although new relationships 
are promising, public affections are 
not reliable before Oct. 17. Stay 
motivated and watch for clues. After 
Wednesday, business or financial 
negotiations may be briefly delayed. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Planned family events or special 
gatherings will work to your advan- 
tage. Loved ones may ask for your 


continuing acceptance and support. 
Allow unresolved group disputes to 
fade. This is not the right time to rely 
on old habits or outdated emotional 
rules. After midweek, a close friend 
or lover may request delicate family 
advice. Relocation, extended travel 
or foreign cultures are accented. 
Remain diplomatic. New information 
will arrive after Oct. 17. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Loved 
ones respond positively to your emo- 
tional style. After a brief phase of 
low social interest, self-confidence is 
a strong factor in successful relation- 
ships. Expect friends and lovers to 
vie for your attention or offer rare 
social invitations. | Wednesday 
through Saturday, workplace rela- 
tions also improve. Take time to clar- 
ify daily expectations. Colleagues 
and officials will welcome your 
input. A strong week. Stay focused 
and respond quickly to positive 
change. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Roommates or close relatives may 
press for revised family goals. Daily 
promises, chores and home obliga- 
tions may be a strong concern. 
Impress others with your continuing 
dedication. At present, sensitivity 
and group dedication will be warmly 
received. Later this week, education- 
al programs, financial applications or 
complex legal documents require 


extra attention. Deadlines and age 
restrictions may be particularly both- 
ersome. Stay alert. There’s much to 
do. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Neglected business details, forgotten 
paperwork and outstanding payments 
will demand completion. Early 
Tuesday, expect key officials to 
request fast results, revised projects 
or final decisions. React with enthu- 
siasm. Genuine interest and cheerful 
dedication will be respected. 


Thursday through Sunday, social or ~ 


romantic proposals may be quickly 
reversed. Take none of it personally. 
At present, friends and lovers need 
extra time to consider long-term fam- 
ily plans. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). 
Romantic overtures are difficult to 
resist. Sensuality and charisma will 
have a powerful influence on new 
friendships or workplace attractions. 
Explore short-term enjoyment but 
temporarily avoid detailed commit- 
ments. Unexpected triangles and rare 
disagreements may prove draining. 
After Friday, a new era of productiv- 
ity and career interest arrives. Many 
Scorpios. will begin training pro- 
grams, compete for new employment 
or accept unique assignments. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Business restrictions may be lifted. 
Late Monday, expect authority fig- 


ures to improve established proce- 
dures or assign new duties. Outdated 
ideas need to fade from team deci- 
sions, agreements and partnerships. 
Use this time to present fresh con- 
cepts to the group and clarify long- 
term schedules. You won’t be disap- 
pointed. Tuesday through Friday, a 
complex or difficult friendship may 
become romantic. Respond honestly 
to new flirtations or overtures. All is 
well. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Social agreements will be difficult 
over the next two days. Watch for 
friends and lovers to misinterpret 
public statements or find fault with 
new group plans. Powerful emotions 
may be dictating the reactions of oth- 
ers. If possible, avoid serious discus- 


sions and wait for clarity. Later this « 


week, financial documents may also 
be misleading. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Worthwhile business suggestions 
will be criticized for lack of planning 
or minor mistakes. Remain cheerful- 
ly dedicated. Before mid-October, 
close colleagues may be unusually 
expressive or feel publicly chal- 
lenged by the creativity of fellow 
workers. Refuse to act as mediator or 
private adviser. This is not the right 
time to take on the workplace prob- 
lems of others. After Friday, a friend 
or lover will ask for reliable dates, 


times or promises. Be supportive. 

Pisces (Feb, 20-March 20). Early 
this week, a friend or co-worker may 
reveal private information or hint at a 
complex family history. Take all such 
expression as a compliment. At pre- 
sent, trust between friends may be 
difficult. After Wednesday, get extra 
rest and pamper the body, if possible. 
Sleep disruptions or skin ailments 
may be mildly annoying over the 
next nine days. Late Sunday, roman- 
tic proposals and seductive social 
invitations are highlighted. If your 
birthday is this week ... Older rela- 
tives or authority figures may soon 
ask for detailed paperwork or final 
decisions. Before November, career 
choices, financial planning and legal 
partnerships may require bold dis- 
cussions. Don’t hold back. Although 
past ideals or goals have changed, 
your insights and needs are valid. 
November through mid-January also 
accent unexpected romantic passion 
or mildly controversial flirtations. 
This is a strong and positive time for 
new relationships: stay open and 
respond honestly to your own first 
impressions. Much of 2004 will 
demand serious and lasting emotion- 
al decisions. Home values, long-term 
commitment and a sincere evaluation 
of existing relationships may be on 
the agenda. 
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NECC WELLNESS & FITNESS CENTER 
GROUP EXERCISE PROGRAMS 
FALL 2003 


RESIST- 
A-BALL 


PILATES CIRCUIT 
TRAINING 


Would you like to have more energy? 


Want to loosen up your tight muscles and be more flexible? 
How about strengthening your abdominals for better posture and less back pain? 


Do something for yourself...join us for some fun at the Wellness and Fitness center, Rm D133 


Space is limited, come early. Sessions begin Sept. 22th 
Monday 3:00-3:30 Circuit Training 


4:00-4:30 Pilates 4:00-4:30 Pilates 
4:30-5:00 Pilates | 4:30-5:00 Pilates 


Wednesday 3:00-3:30 CircuitTraining 


Tuesday 4:00-4:30 Resist-A-Ball 


Thursday 4:00-4:30 Resist-A-Ball 
4:30-5:00 Resist-A-Ball 


4:30-5:00 Resist-A-Ball 


Cost: $1/class or $20/anv class all semester 


SPONSORED BY THE WELLNESS AND FITNESS CENTER , A PART OF THE NECC COLLEGE LIFE AND HEALTHY LIVING UNIT, DIVISION OF STUDENT 
SERVICES AND ENROLLMENT MANAGEMENT. 
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Going to the game! 


NECC student wins 
Patriots tickets in 
unusual fashion 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Contributing Reporter 


Recently EA Sports, Target, and 
G4:TV for Gamers held the Boston 
Regional Tournament division of the 
John Madden Football Challenge. 
The tournament started last season 
and features the best players in the 
John Madden Football family of 
games and pairs them against one 
another to determine who the best 
Madden football player in the world 
is. 

On Sunday it was Boston’s turn 
to bask in the spotlight. Entering 
required registering either online or 
by showing up at the tournament 
location, Fanueil Hall Marketplace, 
with $10 and, most importantly, your 
game face on. Players from as far as 
Detroit and Alexandria, Virginia 
came to Boston to show their stuff. I 
was there too, of course. 

Being in a tournament is tough 
enough, but playing against 518 


Knigh 


MacAvoys team 
making best of tough 
situation 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


For the first time in NECC 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy’s 
seven-year tenure as head coach of 
Knights volleyball, the squad has 
been forced to resort to “club” status 
due to its lack of players. 

The club status allows part-time 
students to join the Knights, who will 
still keep a varsity schedule but have 
already missed their first four games 
because of a shortage of available 
players during game times. 


other players was an absolute ball. 
You may ask yourself “What do you 
get for playing against 518 other peo- 
ple?” Well, bragging rights for one, 
and also an all expenses paid trip for 
two to Las Vegas, where you'd get to 
compete against 31 other players 
who won the competitions in their 
respective cities for a chance to 
become the world’s greatest Madden 
NFL 2004 player. 

On the way to Boston, the MBTA 
Commuter Rail I was riding on broke 
down and got lost on my way to 
Fanueil Hall so, needless to say, I got 
there a little after the 10 a.m. starting 
time. There already was some intense 
action going on. After hanging 
around in line for 20 minutes, I was 
given position #352, meaning I’d be 
sitting around for a while. After pre- 
game discussion with my opponent, 
it was off to see the sights and sounds 
of the event, which included a booth 
full of the newest EA Sports Video 
games and the like. They also had a 
raffle where they gave away video 
games, jerseys, footballs, and two 
tickets to see a New England Patriots 
game. More about the tickets—and 
what some people will do to win 
them—later. 

After sitting around for two 


vO 


“Club status has brought more 
people to participate and there are 
more players on the team showing up 
at practice,” said MacAvoy, whose 
team finished 5-7 in 2002 as part of 
the Massachusetts Community 
College Athletic Conference. “But 
we still have the issue of games 
because our games are at night and 
on weekends, when everyone works. 
At the college fair (on Sept. 17), we 
received four names, so we’re also 
trying to get those potential players 
to come up. It'll take them a little 
while to get going, though, because 
they just found out we have volley- 
ball and now there’s paper work 
involved and they have to get physi- 
cals and all that before they start par- 
ticipating. If everything goes through 
with them, we’ ll probably be ready to 
play (this) week. We could possibly 


Jared Pendak photo 


photo coutesy of 


NECC student Derek Bedard won Patriots tickets for his “end 
zone dance” at the John Madden football challenge in Boston. 


hours, watching some of the best 
Madden football players in the coun- 
try play (and hobnobbing up to Miss 
Teen USA for a bit), it became my 


time to play at 1:45pm. Well, I tried 
my best and I have to sadly report 
that I did indeed lose in my first 
game, 17-7, but you don’t see me 


complaining because I just went 
there to see if I could beat the best 
with nothing to lose. 

Then 2:00 p.m. came and it was 
time to give out some Patriots tickets. 
They were pulling names out a buck- 
et, and they must’ve pulled at least 
25 names, but nobody was showing 
up so the M.C.’s decided to pull two 
people out of the crowd at random. 
They brought up this little kid and, 
since it’s my story, they had to pull 
me out of the crowd, right? They did, 
and the judges decided that it would 
be best that a mock end zone dance 
contest would decide who won. In 
the spur of the moment, and at the 
expense of embarrassing myself, I 
pulled off my shirt (which is a scary 
sight if you’ve ever seen me). I did 
the best darn dance I could ever do, 
and 30 seconds later 1 had won two 
tickets to a Patriots game. Hooray! 

After all was said and done, the 
Madden Challenge proved a success 
for the NFL, the city of Boston, 1 
lucky player and, of course, myself. 
They'll be back next year, where 
hopefully I'll do something a little 
less embarrassing to win something. 


eyball ‘clubbed’ 


have eight or nine players by the end 
of the week. 

“For whatever reason, it’s been 
tough to inform players about our 
program. People at the college fair 
were like, ‘We have volleyball?’” 

The Knights are hoping to take 
the court to play their first game of 
the season either tomorrow (Oct. 2) 
against Mass. Bay or next Tuesday 
(Oct. 7) against Lesley, both home 
games that would take place in the 
Sport and Fitness Center gymnasium. 
Following the Lesley contest, there 
are only three games left on the 
schedule. 

“More players are starting to 
come over and sign up, which is a 
good thing. The only bad thing is that 
October 18th is our last game and 
that’s in (two) weeks, so if we wait 
until the end of (this) week then we’ ll 
only have two weeks of our sea- 
son,” MacAvoy said. 

This fall season has been sub 
par for a number of junior col- 
leges in the region. Many two- 
year schools, particularly within 
the MCCAC, have had trouble 
not only attracting players but 
also adjusting practice and game 
schedules to fit those of the busy 
students who have joined. 

“It’s been a tough year,” 
MacAvoy noted. “For instance 
Dean College, a private junior 
college that gives athletic schol- 
arships, just had to drop their 
soccer program because they 
couldn’t obtain players. That’s 
pretty unheard of for a school 
that gives out scholarships. 
Holyoke is in a similar position 
as us, having questions about 
volleyball. 

“J don’t know how to explain 
= it. I guess it’s just kind of an off 
year for women’s sports. I’ve 
never had volleyball problems 
until this year. But we hope to 


Cross Country runners Leslie Gautreaux, left, and Steve Bartholomew play some games this year and, if 


get ready to take off on a run. 


not, at least we’re all together 


and we can work on staying a group 
for next year.” 


Bartholomew finishes 
second in road race 


NECC cross country’s opening 
day meet at Daniel Webster was 
rained out Sept. 19, but that didn’t 
prevent Steve Bartholomew, the pro- 
gram’s lone male competitor, from 
racing over the weekend. 


a 


This fall season 
has been sub par 
for a number of 
colleges... 


Bartholomew partook in Tufts 
University’s “Firefighters Five and 
Dime” road race held in Medford on 
Saturday, Sept. 20. The race marked 
a very successful outing for 
Bartholomew, who finished second 
overall in the five-mile division with 
an impressive time of 31:45. 

“That’s a good opener for Steve,” 
said cross-country coach Dawn 
Caputo. “He hadn’t raced in 10 1/2 
months so second place is terrific. 
He’s making strides and looking for- 
ward to the season. He’s happy and 
I’m happy.” 

“The course was all on asphalt. It 
was around the town,” explained 
Bartholomew, who has been running 
cross-country or track since 1998 
when he was a sophomore at 
Pentucket Regional High School. 
“We ran over a couple bridges. There 
were some rolling hills. There was no 
off road trails, all on the roads. At 
some places, I was running with 
police cruisers near me and they’d 
stop traffic for us at intersections. At 


other parts of the race, there’d be 
nothing and you wouldn’t know 
where to go because there was no one 
there to direct you. I had to find my 
way, but I did the course as you were 
supposed to. I got lucky.” 

Representing the only male run- 
ner from NECC can be difficult for 
Bartholomew, who was optimistic 
heading into his first college meet of 
the season last Saturday at Gordon 
College. 

“Training and practicing by 
myself can be tough. The other day 
when I was running, I had a pretty 
crappy workout and I could tell it 
was because there was no one there 
to push me. Some days you just need 
someone there to push you, but usu- 
ally I do fine by myself and I’m sure 
I’ll do fine at the meet.” 

He did just that, running a 
remarkable 5:40 in the mile race and 
31:46 in the five-mile. 

“T was supposed to run 6:10-6:18 
in the mile to save energy for the 
five-mile. Unfortunately, I ran a little 
too hard in the mile and I think that 
slowed me down somewhat for the 
five-mile,” Bartholomew said fol- 
lowing the Sept. 27 meet. 

Meanwhile, Leslie Gautreaux is 
improving in her position as the only 
women’s cross-country representa- 
tive. Though her prior running expe- 
rience is limited to drills during her 
year of military service, Gautreaux 
was gaining confidence with every 
training session heading into her first 
day of collegiate competition last 
Saturday at Gordon. 

“I’m looking forward to compet- 
ing,” Gautreaux said. “It will be fun. 
It’s my first time so I’m a little scared 
but I know I’ve been improving. 
Steve and coach Caputo have been 
complementing me. They say, ‘She 
looks great today.’ My motivation for 
(Saturday’s meet was) having other 
people running with me. I get bored 
running by myself and I’m sure Ill 
run faster with other people.” 
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Should MLB add two wild 
card spots per pees 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


While the plethora of tradi- 
tionalists involved in Major 
League Baseball will likely render 
it impossible, adding two playoff 
spots per league would work won- 
ders for the big boys of the great 
American pastime. 

In MLB’s current postseason 
format, just one team per league 
that doesn’t win its division quali- 
fies, meaning just eight of 30 
teams are invited. With a grueling, 
162-game schedule, this results in 
an abundance of teams that hold 
absolutely no chance of reaching 
from the time the first pitch is 
thrown on opening day. That’s bad 
for the game, miserable for fans; 
there shouldn’t be so much 
emphasis on winning the division. 
The NBA and NHL welcome eight 
teams per conference to the play- 
offs, which may be a little much 
but makes for far fewer “meaning- 
less” games. As if the NFL wasn’t 
perfect enough (besides it’s offici- 
ating woes), it carries the ideal 
playoff format. Six teams per con- 
ference qualify, with the two teams 
boasting the most. prominent 
records earning bye weeks. 
Convert that to baseball, and 
you’ve got the teams with the two 
best records (this year in the A.L. 
that would be the New York 
Yankees and Oakland Athletics) 
earning the privilege of a bye 
series. In the first round, the num- 
ber three team would face the 
number six team and play the first 
two games at home along with 
home field advantage if the series 
reached a fifth game, likewise with 
the number four team versus num- 
ber five. It’s that easy, and it would 
make the game more exciting and 
appealing while generating more 
fan interest. It’s tough to follow 
your favorite team late in the sea- 
son—even in the midst of a break- 
through campaign—when it’s 
apparent it has no chance of mak- 
ing the playoffs simply because 
it’s seven to ten games back in the 
division with only one wild card 
spot that coincidentally is out of 
reach. More playoff spots would 
mean more people in the stands, 
more exhilarating games and more 
players with the chance to win a 
World Series. 

Some would dismiss the 
thought of three playoff rounds by 
contending that the season is 
already long enough and that 
extending the playoffs into 
November would make it too cold 
to play in northern cities. I have a 
faultless remedy for that as well, 
but traditionalists are warned. 
Take a deep breath and brace your- 
self for this one, because it’s 
gonna’ be tough for you to swal- 
low: 

Shorten the regular season by 
12 games! 


By DAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


Now, I love baseball. Other 
than football, it is the greatest 
thing in the world. I would never 
say that more baseball is bad. 
However, I believe that the idea of 
adding two more wild card teams 
is overkill and bad for baseball. 

One of the things that have 
always made Major League 
Baseball special is the captivating 
pennant races that take place. 

Who hasn’t heard the stories 
of Bobby Thompson’s game win- 
ning home run that won the pen- 
nant for the Giants over the 
Dodgers in the last game of the 
1951 season? 

A staple of baseball is that 
every team is playing to win their 
division. Basketball and hockey 
let the top eight teams in each 
league into the playoffs. But until 
1994, baseball only let the top two 
from each league. 

Even now, with one wild card 
winner, teams still play to win 
their division, and the next best 
team makes it into the playoffs. 

By adding two more wild card 
teams, the idea of a captivating 
pennant race is out the window. 
Why would a team bother risk 
starting their ace on the final game 
of the season when they still have 
a chance to win their division, but 
know they will take the sixth play- 
off spot? They won’t, they’ ll just 
set their rotation for the playoffs. 
So the league loses a “photo fin- 
ish” because a team doesn’t care. 

It also seems to make the play- 
offs watered down if so many 
teams make it. It seems wrong for 
every second place team to make 
the playoffs, or even worse, a third 
place team making it. How horri- 
ble would if be if a team finished 
third in their division, and made 
the playoffs. It is wrong, unbase- 
ball and makes me sick to my 
stomach. 

It is also worth noting that the 
reason the NFL’ playoff setup 
works so well is that each round 
consists of only one game per 
matchup. A baseball series goes 5- 
7 games. This would make the 
season last far to long, in a sport 
that already goes roughly 10 
months. 

Baseball will never be foot- 
ball. As hard as it tries, it can 
never be the ratings juggernaut 
and money maker that football is. 
What is important is that it just 
tries to be baseball. 

Baseball is a great sport and 
has been for over one hundred 
years. To add more playoff teams 
would be another attempt at mak- 
ing money at the expense of 
watering down the sport. 

Lets leave something to 
remember tradition. It should still 
mean something to make the play- 


offs. 


Basketball players urged to contact coaches 


Sox celebration appropriate 


Why the Wild Card is 
almost as good as 
winning the division 


The Red Sox are in the playoffs. 
Greater words are very rarely 
uttered. For the first time since 1999, 
I will be able to watch the Major 
League Baseball playoffs and enjoy 
the thought, at least for a little while, 
that my favorite team, The Boston 
Red Sox, team could win the World 
Series. 

However, about the seventh 
inning of the Red Sox Wild Card- 
clinching game against the Baltimore 


Orioles, my younger brother 
Matthew asked me an interesting 
question. 

“Dave,” he asked me. “Should 


the Red Sox celebrate winning the 
Wild Card?” 

Now, my brother, also an avid 
baseball fan, already knew the 
answer to this question, and I 
responded with the answer he was 
looking for. 

“Yes” I answered firmly. 

Now, for those unaware, the rea- 
son that this is a debate is because 
many believe teams should not cele- 
brate a Wild Card berth because they 
did not win their division. They often 
refer to that team as the “best loser.” 

Granted, I agree that winning the 
division should be the goal of any 


team. Believe me, it would have been 
so much better to see the Red Sox 
celebrate winning the American 
League East, their first since 1995, 
and really put George Steinbrenner 
in his place. That would have made 
me so happy. But that didn’t happen, 
so I’m willing to take the next best 
thing and make the best of it. 

The fact of the matter is, whether 
or not the Red Sox won their divi- 
sion, they are still 
in the playoffs. The 
concept that a Wild 
Card team, which 
faces not having 
home field advan- 
tage in any round 
of the playoffs, 
cannot win the 
World Series has 
been extinguished. 
Most recently, last 
year’s World Series 
Champion Anaheim Angles made the 
playoffs as a Wild Card team. 

Now, as a born and bread pes- 
simistic Red Sox fan, I will not be 
one of those people who walks 
around with a tee-shirt that reads 
“THIS IS THE YEAR!!!” That isn’t 
my style. But I do have to acknowl- 
edge (knock on wood) that the Red 
Sox have as good a chance as anyone 
to win the World Series. 

Are they the best team? No, the 
Yankees are. Are they the second 
best team? No, Oakland is. But once 
the playoffs start, it’s a whole new 
season. Everything that happened in 
the regular season “goes out the win- 
dow,” and teams have to prove them- 


hope not. 


—— 


Does great pitching 
really always beat not. 
great hitting? Let’s 


selves once again in the “new sea- 
son.” 

Does it matter that Oakland, the 
winners of the American League 
West and the Red Sox first round 
opponent, has the two top young 
starters in the A.L. in Tim Hudson 
and Barry Zito? Well, it’s certainly 
not a great thing, but it is far from a 
death sentence. True, Hudson has 
shut down the Sox in the past, but the 
Red Sox have the 
top offence in the 
A.L. So does great 
pitching really 
always beat great 
hitting? Let’s hope 


Now, it is also 
important to point 
out how ridiculous 
it is to say the Red 
Sox are the “best 
losers.” 

The first reason that is stupid is 
that they have won 94 games as of 
9/27. That is the most they have won 
since 1986. It isn’t their fault that the 
Yankees are that much better. 

The second fact is that the Sox 
would have won the A.L. and N.L. 
Central, since they have a better 
record then the Twins and the Cubs 
and Astros. Plus, anyone who has 
watched the Red Sox play this season 
knows they. are far from losers. 

So my message to the Red Sox is 
this: you had your party and I’m 
happy for you. Now, time to. get 
focused because there is a long road 
ahead to hoist that gaudy crown-like 
World Series trophy. 


New England pro sports 


Red Sox: Boston clinched the A.L. Wild card with last Thursday’s 14- 


3 win against the Baltimore Orioles at Fenway Park, marking the team’s 
first post-season birth since 1999. The Sox then went 1-2 over the week- 
end in Tampa Bay to fi nish their magical regular season 95-67. In the 
process, Boston set Major League records in extra base hits (649), total 
bases (2,832) and slugging percentage (.491). Sox’ third baseman Bill 
Mueller won the A.L. batting title with an average of .326, followed by 
teammate Manny Ramirez’ second place finish of .325. Boston was also 
the first team in the modern era (1900-present) that had aon payee 


with at least 80 RBI. 


Pedro Martinez (M. L. leading 2. 22 ERA) pitches in gare one tonight - 
(Oct. 1) as the Sox begin their best-of-five divisional et series s with 


the AL. West Eaplen Oakland Athletics. 


Pattioty: New England committed ion tumovers (three Tom 4 Brady 


interceptions, one Kevin Faulk fumble) and failed to complete a late rally 
as they fell to the Washington Redskins in Landover, MD, 20-17 last — 
Sunday. The loss put the Patriots, who are without nine starters due to 
injury, at 2-2 in the standings. The Pats host the Tennessee Titans this 
Sunday before another pone game on Oct. 12 sanne ue New York 


Giants. 


and the N the New York Rangers on Thursday and ‘Sauuatey reapacthi | 
first face off of 2003-’04 regular season commences next Wednesday - 
(Oct. 8) when Boston hosts the defending Stanley Cup champion Nev 
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Those who plan on playing basketball this winter are encouraged to get 
in touch with the team coaches as soon as possible. Men’s players can reach 
head coach Darren Stratton at 978-556-3822 or via e-mail at 
dstratton@necc.mass.edu. 

Women players should call 978-556-3821 ~— or 
mbogsansky@necc.mass.edu to reach coach Mark Bogsansky. 


weeny Devils at fhe Fleet Center. | 


email 


Celti is: The c's SS i. — against Detroit next Wednesday 
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My experiences at Fenway Park 


photo courtesy Justin Lindstrom 


Justin Lindstrom and his father, Phil, enjoy a memorable moment at Fenway Park. 


oe 


Fenway was able to learn from me on how to 
accommodate fans with disabilities, while at the 
same time I had an unforgettable experience. 


Justin Lindstrom photo 


A beautiful view of Fenway’s famous left field, which has been patrolled by such greats as 
Ted Williams and Carl Yastrzemski, along with classic players such as Mike Greenwell. 


NECC student 
encounters different 
atmospheres 


By JUSTIN LINDSTROM 
Contributing Reporter 


On Aug. 22, 2003, I attended a 
Red Sox Game at Fenway Park in 
Boston. I attended the game with my 
friends Frank Goldberg and Nick 
Saragosa. Although I am a huge fan 
of the Red Sox, I was disappointed 
and surprised when I found out that 
there were few accommodations for 
the handicapped. To make up for the 
experience that we had, Red Sox 
General Manager Theo Epstein invit- 
ed me to return to the park with com- 
plimentary tickets. 

During the game in August, we 
encountered many difficulties 
throughout the night. When we first 
arrived there was no assistance get- 
ting from the field level to the seats, 
and assistance moving around the 
park was bad in general. Assistants 
offered little to no help storing my 
wheelchair in a closet. At the end of 
the game, they offered little compas- 
sion when they were told that we 
needed to get to the wheelchair, 
which was located in the closet. 

“I think they need more people 
trained to deal with handicapped 
people going to Fenway Park. It is an 
old park and they need to be aware of 


how hard it is for a handicapped per- 
son,” said Golderberg. 

On Sunday, Sept. 14, when 
Epstein invited us back with three 
roof box seat tickets, the park was 
much more fan friendly. Before the 
game began we were allowed to go 
onto part of the actual baseball dia- 
mond and a representative provided 
us with a picture taken in front of the 
field. Throughout the game, a 
Fenway Park guide accompanied us. 
At the same time, a Fenway Park rep- 
resentative showed us to our seats 
and made sure that we were having a 
good time throughout the entire 
game. 

On Dec. 20, 2002, I attended a 
Celtics game with Goldberg at the 
Fleet Center where all of the workers 
were extremely helpful towards me. 
Fenway Park can learn from the Fleet 
Center because of how kind and 
helpful their employees were 
towards me. The Fleet Center actual- 
ly trains people to work with the 
handicapped. 

The first game at Fenway was a 
bad experience because of the lack of 
their handicapped accessibility in 
contrast to the second game when 
they were extremely helpful towards 
me. Although the Red Sox lost, the 
second game was one that I will 
never forget. Overall, it was a great 
experience in more than one way. 
Fenway was able to learn from me on 
how to accommodate fans with dis- 
abilities, while at the same time I had 
an unforgettable experience. 


Justin Lindstrom photo 


Justin’s view of the hallowed ground that is the Fenway infield 
before the game from his special roof box seats. 


